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Society News

Meetings are held every 2m Friday of the month at Dick’s
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro. All are welcome.
Next meeting: September 12" at 8 pm.

August Business Meeting

Just enough people attended to meet the quorum
required for conducting a meeting and the following
topics were discussed:

Treasurer's Report — lan stated that the Society’s funds
are doing well and the Chevron shares are now
registered with Morgan Stanley.

lan wrote checks for Jacqueline, Kenny and Nancy as
they had expenses for the picnic, printing of the Echoes
and deposit for the Banquet DJ.

Unfinished Business — The nominees for scholarships
were approved by the Scholarship Committee and lan
wrote checks, which he then handed to Kenny. Kenny
will mail the checks with an official letter to the recipients
who are David Unsworth and Desiree Unsworth. Well
done and Congratulations to you both!

Entertainment Committee — Kenny reported that
everything was in hand for the Banquet in November.
The Pipe Band, Dancers and DJ are all ready to perform
for us on the night. We are lucky to have Steve Fox as
our DJ this year. He currently has a show on 94.5 K-
BAY and knows how to get a party going for any age
group. He is currently President of East Bay DJs.com
and is well respected in the community for his
professionalism and the time he spends to make every
event a success. Just a reminder — the date for the
Banquet is November 22 and will be held in the Hilton
Hotel. The Entertainment Committee works hard to pull
this event together and we are looking forward to seeing
a big crowd this year.

We then had a wee discussion around the picnic and we
all felt that everyone had a good time and was well
attended. Thanks to Jacqueline for reserving the area
and the Entertainment Committee for making it such a
good day!

New Business — Nominations for New Officers was the
next item on the agenda for discussion. At the next
meeting on September 14™ we need volunteers to be on
the Nominating Committee where you will meet to find
people to accept Officer positions for 2009 as well as
find a new Editor for the Echoes, Trustees, Flag Bearer,
Sick/Relief Committee, and Chaplain. The Nominating

Committee will put forward their nominations at the
October meeting and then the elections are in
November. Please support your Society and attend the
meeting on September 12" at Dick’s Restaurant.

Kenny made a suggestion that the Society should not
hold meetings during the summer months of June, July
and August, as they have been very poorly attended.

He also thought that as the Society is trying to promote
new members, perhaps it's about time to change the
venue. We talked about Redcoats pub in Pleasanton,
which would be a great place to meet as it has an ideal
area upstairs. Kenny stated, that in his opinion, the
Society should be trying to entice younger families to join
up and who would probably attend the meetings more
regularly if the venue was closer.

It would be helpful if you could let the Officers hear your
opinions on the subject of moving the monthly meeting
so please make your voice be heard on September 12th.

September birthday wishes go to —

Karina Tharp — 4
Douglas Unsworth - 7
Billy Edmiston — 12
Ernie Shanks - 17

Nikki Brown - 18




(Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland
Newsletter)

Next Week in Scottish History

September 7 1306 - Sir Simon Fraser, the
"Scottish Patriot", who fought alongside Wallace
and Robert the Bruce, was executed by the
English and his head displayed in London
alongside that of Wallace.

September 9 1513 - James IV and the flower of
Scotland's nobility were killed in battle at
Flodden Field, near Branxton, in the English
county of Northumberland.

September 10 1897 - HRH Duke of York
opened the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum
in Glasgow.

September 11 1297 - Battle of Stirling Bridge,
Wallace (as famously portrayed by Mel Gibson
in "Braveheart") defeats Edward I.

September 12 1715 - Jacobites defeated
government forces at Battle of Sheriffmuir.

September 13 1644 - Battle of Aberdeen, in
which the Marquis of Montrose captured the city.

September 14 1745 - Bonnie Prince Charlie,
Charles Edward Stuart, occupied Edinburgh.

September 15 1773 - The "Hector" from Loch
Broom, near Ullapool, arrives at Pictou, Nova
Scotia, carrying emigrants escaping from the

"Clearances".

September 16 1859 - David Livingstone
discovered Lake Nyasa.

September 18 1818 - Theatre Royal, Glasgow,
became the first theatre in Britain to be lit by
gas.

September 19 1854 - The Great North of
Scotland Railway opened, running from
Aberdeen to Huntly.

September 20 1967 - Liner "Queen Elizabeth II"
launched at John Brown's shipyard at
Clydebank.

A Wee Bit of Blethers

World Haggis Eating Champion

The World Haggis Eating competition was held
on 30" August at the Birnam Highland Games in
Perthshire, Scotland and the winner, Willie
Donaldson from Dunkeld, downed a 2Ib haggis
in 2 minutes and 5 seconds. Willie walked away
with a trophy and a bottle of whisky after
competing not only against fellow Scots but also
against Americans, Australians and Kiwis. One
of the challengers came from Livermore,
California and he has been trying in vain for the
past three years to win the trophy. Apparently,
the competition isn’t that easy as the
competitors are only allowed to eat the haggis
with plastic knives and forks, but having cans of
lager to drink just helped it slide down nicely.

HS

The National Health Service in Scotland was
launched on the 5" July 1948 and there have
been celebrations around the country to
recognize the 50" anniversary and how far the
health service has grown and improved over the
years.

Falkirk Wheel

Dorothy sent me information on the Wheel
thinking it could be an interesting subject to put
in this month’s issue. Thanks Dorothy!

The Falkirk Wheel, named after the nearby town
of Falkirk in central Scotland, has been
operating for just over six years. lItis a rotating
boat lift connecting the Forth and Clyde Canal
with the Union Canal. The difference in the
levels of the two canals at the wheel is

24 metres (79 ft), roughly equivalent to the
height of an eight storey building. The structure
is located near the Rough Castle Fort and the
closest village is Tamfourhill. On 24 May 2002,
Queen Elizabeth Il opened the Falkirk Wheel as
part of her Golden Jubilee celebrations.

The wheel was constructed by Butterley Engineering at
Ripley in Derbyshire under Millennium Plans to
reconnect the Forth and Clyde Canal with the Union
Canal, mainly for recreational use. The two canals were
previously connected by a series of 11 locks, but by the
1930s these had fallen into disuse, were filled in and the
land built upon.
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The Millennium Commission decided to regenerate the
canals of central Scotland to connect Glasgow with
Edinburgh once more. Designs were submitted for a lock
to link the canals, with the Falkirk Wheel design winning.

The wheel is the only rotating boat lift of its kind in the
world, and is regarded as an engineering landmark for
Scotland. The United Kingdom has one other boat lift:
the Anderton boat lift in Cheshire. The Falkirk Wheel is
an improvement on the Anderton boat lift and makes use
of the same original principle: two balanced tanks, one
going up and the other going down, however, the
rotational mechanism is entirely unique to the Falkirk
Wheel. The Falkirk Wheel cost £17.5 million, and the
restoration project as a whole cost £84.5 million. So, the
next time you are in Scotland visit the wheel and have a
one-hour, round trip boat tour, called "The Falkirk Wheel
Experience", that includes passage on the wheel. The
tour starts below the wheel in the Forth & Clyde Canal,
ascend via the wheel to the Union Canal, visit nearby
areas on the Union Canal, and then return. You'll find
the tours being offered by the Falkirk Wheel Visitor
Centre or for more information go on to
www.thefalkirkwheel.co.uk and look on YouTube or
Google to see video clips of the Wheel in action.

The above information was taken from
www.wikipedia.org.

Did you know _.........
Fishing is the biggest participant sports in the world.

Football (soccer) is the most attended or watched sport
in the world.

Boxing became a legal sport in 1901.
More than 100 million people hold hunting licenses.

In 1975 Junko Tabei from Japan became the first
woman to reach the top of Everest.

The record for the most Olympic medals ever won is
held by Soviet gymnast Larissa Latynina. Competing in
three Olympics, between 1956 and 1964, she won 18
medals.

The record for the most major league baseball career
innings is held by Cy Young, with 7,356 innings.

The first instance of global electronic communications
took place in 1871 when news of the Derby winner was
telegraphed from London to Calcutta in under 5 minutes.

In 1898, one of the first programmes to be broadcasted
on radio was a yacht race that took place in British
waters.

Sports command the biggest television audiences, led
by the summer Olympics, World Cup Football and
Formula One racing.

Gymnasiums were introduced in 900BC and Greek
athletes practiced in the nude to the accompaniment of
music. They also performed naked at the Olympic
Games.

The very first Olympic race, held in 776 BC, was won by
Corubus, a chef.

The first modern Olympic Games were held in Athens,
Greece in 1896. There were 311 male but no female
competitors.

In his time, Michael Schumacher was the highest paid
sportsman, ahead of Tiger Woods and Arnold Palmer.
(Not including sponsorship endorsements.)

The high jump method of jumping head first and landing
on the back is called the Fosbury Flop.

(The above information was found on the following
website www.didyouknow.com

Tennis

Sunday 7™ Sept - | have just finished watching
the men’s semi-final of the US Tennis Open,
which was played in New York and | have to say
Well Done Andy Murray! What a great game
with just the right amount of nail biting
excitement. He beat Rafael Nadal 6-2, 7-6, 4-6,
6-4 in a rollercoaster match, but sealed the
game with a straight shot past Nadal. Looking
forward to the final and will be keeping my
fingers crossed, like many other Scots, in the
hope that Andy can be the first British man to
win a Tennis Open since Fred Perry in 1936.
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Name that Scot

Born in Edinburgh on the 6™ April 1961

He was placed at 49 on ITV's list of TV's 50
Greatest Stars, and in 2008 received the James
Joyce Award of the Literary and Historical
Society

He speaks French and German

He first came into the limelight in 1985, when his
single, N-N-Nineteen Not Out (released under
the name, "The Commentators") was a big hit in
the British charts

He regularly immitates politicians and sports
commentators

Last month’s answer iRobert Carlyle

To sum up the Scots psyche, A Harvard professor of
English was visiting Strathclyde University in

Glasgow. His lecture was on the structure of

colloquial language. He was explaining how two
negatives can make a positive, for example, in the

deep south of the US "l ain't doin' nothin" shows t wo
negatives, but if you are not doing nothing, then y ou
must be doing something, ergo, two negatives make

a positive. A questioner from the audience asked if

two positives could ever make a negative. "Oh no,

I'm afraid not" responded the professor, "that can

never happen in the English language" to which a

voice from the back of the room responded 'Aye

right'.

Only in Scotland can two positives make a negative!

A Wee Quiz

How much Scottish Trivia do you know?

1. What are Shetland Blacks, Edzell Blues and Kay
Glovers varieties of?

2. Which motorway links Glasgow and
Edinuburgh?

What is the name of Dr Finlay’s housekeeper?

For which discovery was Sir Alexander Fleming
awarded the Nobel Prize in 19452\

5. Where has a plaque been unveiled marking the
filming of scenes in two versions of The 39
Steps?

6. Who is sometimes unfairly described as “the
world’s worst poet”?

7. Name the Greenock inventor who is closely
associated with the invention of the steam
engine.

8. Which famous race has been won by Scottish-
based horses, Rubstic, Merryman and Lucius?

9. What title did “The Bervie” in Inverbervie win in
October 19967?

10. On which river's estuary are Banff and Macduff
located?

PBESCO BURNS SUPPER

Save the date for the PBFSCO Burns Supper to be held
in the Pleasanton Marriott (formerly the Crowne Plaza)
on Saturday, January the 31* 2009.

Your Society Needs You

Before we know it, time will be upon us to vote in new
officers for next year. As you are well aware, the Society
has operated without a President for the past year and
we need your help to volunteer for the positions, which
may become vacant.

The Nominating Committee will be looking for volunteers
in October, but | thought | would give you all a chance to
put your thinking caps on early, and decide if you would
like to take on an Officer’s role within the Society or to
volunteer your time to write the Echoes, or be on the
Entertainment Committee, etc, etc. There are plenty
positions to be filled and we need new faces to step up
to the plate and take some responsibility. Please think
about your Society, what it means to you and how we
help those in need; and if you think you would like to
help out in any way from December onwards, please
mention this to any of the current Officers so that we can
pass your nhame on to the Nominating Committee for
consideration in October.

Please attend the September meeting to voice your
opinions on upcoming issues such as:

Who should be your next President of the Society?
Would you like to offer some time to the Society?

If there is no Editor for the Newsletter, what will happen
to the Echoes?

Should the venue for the monthly meetings change?

..... And many more questions....
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Officers
President: Vacant
Vice-President; Kenny Lawrence

4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 82871 (home)
Email: 510 676 6865 (cell)

Secretary: Nancy Wigley
3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426808 ome)
Email:ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell)

Treasurer: lan Myles
38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621

Email: ianmyles@att.net

Editor: Nancy Wigley
(see above)

Sick/Relief; Jacqueline Ritchie
3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 ga@me)
Email: jacquelinelritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell)

Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

November 15 Caledonian Club St Andrew’s Ball
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oaklanddgest, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton
December 7 2008 Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’ssdoo

Answers to A Wee Quiz:
1 Potatoes; 2 M8; 3 Janet; 4 Penicillin; 5 For#il Bridge; 6 William McGonagall; 7 James Watt; BeT
Grand National; 9 Scotland’s Best Fish and ChippSA© River Deveron
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November 22 2008

Hilton Hotel, 7050 Johnson Drive, Pleasanton, CA83!
Phone (925) 737 5607

Room Rate $79.

Cut-Off Date: Thirty rooms have been reserved and the roonmkbait be held until November 8 2008.
Please note that you will not be able to reserwe yoom after that date at the above price.

Tickets will be on sale soon — so look for morealkstin next month’s issue!

Eddie Galley on the Accordian for the Ceilidh
Prince Charles Pipe Band and Highland Dancers
Music and Dancing by Steve Fox, East Bay DJ
For further information contact:
Kenny Lawrence (925) 829 8771 or em&édnnethlawrence2@gmail.com

Nancy Wigley (925) 426 8969 or emaik_wigley@yahoo.com
Look for us on the Website at www.standrewssociesidand.org
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