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Society News  
 
Meetings are held every 2nd Friday of the month at Dick’s 
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  
Next meeting: October 10th at 8 pm. 
 

 
September Business Meeting  

 
We had a good turnout In September and it was a good 
meeting. 
 
Sick/Relief  – Jacqueline had nothing to report, but John 
Tuck reported that he had had a cataract operation, and 
was doing extremely well.  We were also given reports 
that a couple of our members have been a bit unwell 
lately, Bill Meek and Gordon McGill.  We wish you all the 
best and want to let you know that all your friends in the 
Society are thinking of you. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  – Ian stated that the Society’s funds 
are doing well. Ian wrote a check for Nancy for printing 
of the Echoes to the value of $17.51. 
 
Applications for Membership  – It gives me great 
pleasure to announce that we have two new members to 
the Society.  Curtis and Mary Rigor joined us at our 
monthly meeting and they were formally installed.  
Congratulations and Welcome! 
 
Unfinished Business – The Nominating committee was 
once more discussed and three members, who are not 
officers, volunteered to be on the committee and they 
are: Steve Wigley, Karina Tharp and Jacqueline Ritchie. 
They will bring their nominations for the 2009 Officers to 
the table at the October meeting. 
 
Kenny stated that at the last meeting we talked about the 
possibility of moving the venue from Dick’s to Redcoats 
Pub in Pleasanton.  Nancy stated that she had received 
emails and phone messages all in agreement that the 
meetings should be moved.  Jacqueline then asked if the 
night could be changed from a Friday to a Thursday, to 
which, Bob Penman put forward a motion stating: A 
notice is to be put in the Newsletter informing our 
members that if they want to vote For or Against these 
changes, they should attend the meeting on October 
10th.  If members do not turn up, then they can’t vote and 
whatever the outcome is at the meeting, they have to 
comply.  This motion was carried unanimously. 
  

Entertainment Committee – Kenny reported that 
everything was in hand for the Banquet in November.   
  
Ticket prices, Hilton meals, Sponsors and Charity were 
all discussed and it looks like the Entertainment 
Committee are once again working hard to make this a 
night to remember! More information is on the flyer at the 
end of this issue.   
Jenny Penman reported that she would like to donate a 
prize for the raffle. Thanks Jenny!  If anyone else has 
something they think would make a great raffle prize, 
please let the committee know.   
 
Good of the Order  – Kenny let it be known that if 
anyone has heard a rumour stating that the Scottish 
Games will be moving to Santa Rosa, this was quashed 
by Alan Purves when he announced at the end of the 
Games, that they will be staying in Pleasanton for the 
next five years at least! 
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October birthday wishes go to – 
 

Gordon McGill - 3 
Sandra Keir - 9 

Gene Anderson – 10 
Ian Myles – 11 

 
(Apologies to Donald Davidson, I missed his birthday on 

the 9th August, so belated wishes go to him. Oops!  
Hope you had a good one Donald!) 
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 (Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland 
Newsletter) 

Next Week in Scottish History 

 

October 5 1785 - Balloon flight by Italian 
aeronaut Vincenzo Lunardi from Heriot's School, 
Edinburgh to Ceres in Fife.  

October 8 1774 - Rev Henry Duncan, founder of 
the first savings bank, born in the Manse at 
Lochrutton.  

October 9 1506 - King James IV ratified the 
Charter incorporating the Surgeons and 
Barbers.  

October 10 1802 - Writer and geologist Hugh 
Miller born on the Black Isle, Cromarty. 

October 11 1297 - Letter from Wallace and 
Moray to the mayors of Lubeck and Hamburg 
saying that "The Kingdom of Scotland has, by 
God's Grace, recovered by battle from the power 
of the English".  

October 11 2000 - Scotland's first First Minister 
Donald Dewar died suddenly after a fall on the 
steps of his official residence in Edinburgh.  

October 12 1866 - Ramsay MacDonald, first 
Labour Prime Minister of UK, born in 
Lossiemouth.  

October 13 1644 - Battle of Aberdeen, James 
Graham, 1st Marquess of Montrose, sacked the 
city.  

October 14 1318 - Edward Bruce, brother of 
Robert the Bruce, killed in a battle near Dundalk, 
Ireland.  

October 14 1969 - The 50 pence decimal coin 
was first issued, replacing the ten shilling note.  

October 15 1902 - Edinburgh's Balmoral Hotel 
opened its doors for the first time.  

October 16 1430 - King James II born.  

October 17 1850 - James "Paraffin" Young 
obtained a patent for the extraction of paraffin 

from shale, starting the chemical industry in 
West Lothian.  

October 17 1995 - Bridge to the Isle of Skye 
opened.  

October 18 1958 - Denis Law became the 
youngest footballer to play for Scotland when he 
took part in the match against Cardiff when he 
was 18 years and 7 months old.  

  

 

 

 

 

A Wee Bit of Blethers  

Sorry folks – I’m fu’ o’ the cauld (Atishoo!).  Ma 
heid’s bumming and ma body’s sair and a’m late 
wi’ this issue. A’m in a rush to get this oot tae 
yous yins, so a’ve no’ got time for a “Blether” this 
month!  Aww…….(a bit o’ sympathy widnae go 
amiss!) 

Name that Scot  

· Born Elgin, Moray, Scotland August 9th 1973 
· He attended Queen Margaret’s College, 

Edinburgh to study Drama 
· He has been in many TV shows such as Rome, 

Journeyman, Father Ted 
· His film career includes Trainspotting, De-

Lovely, Made of Honor 
· He has two children and lives in Los Angeles, 

California 

Last month’s answer is: Rory Bremner�
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IMPORTANT HEALTH ADVICE FOR WOMEN 
 
Do you have feelings of inadequacy? 
 
Do you suffer from shyness? 
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Do you sometimes wish you were more assertive? 
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, ask your 
doctor or pharmacist about Chardonnay. 
 
Chardonnay is the safe, natural way to feel better and 
more confident about yourself and your actions. 
Chardonnay can help ease you out of your shyness and 
let you tell the world that you're ready and willing to do 
just about anything. 
 
You will notice the benefits of Chardonnay almost 
immediately and with a regimen of regular doses you 
can overcome any obstacles that prevent you from living 
the life you want to live. 
 
Shyness and awkwardness will be a thing of the past 
and you will discover many talents you never knew you 
had. Stop hiding and start living, with Chardonnay. 
 
Chardonnay may not be right for everyone. Women who 
are pregnant or nursing should not use Chardonnay. 
However, women who wouldn't mind nursing or 
becoming pregnant are encouraged to  
try it. 
 
Side effects may include dizziness, nausea, vomiting, 
incarceration, erotic lustfulness, loss of motor 
control, loss of clothing, loss of money, loss of virg 
inity, delusions of grandeur, table dancing, headache, 
dehydration,dry mouth, and a desire to sing Karaoke and 
play all-night rounds of Strip Poker, Truth Or Dare, and 
Naked Twister. 
 
WARNINGS: - 
 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may make you think 
you are whispering when you are not. 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may cause you to tell 
your friends over and over again that you love them. 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may cause you to 
think you can sing. 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may lead you to 
believe that ex-lovers are really dying for you to 
telephone them at four in the morning. 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may make you think 
you can logically converse with members of the opposite 
sex without spitting. 
* The consumption of Chardonnay may create the 
illusion that you are tougher, smarter, faster and better 
looking than most people. 
 
Now Just Imagine What You Could Achieve With a Good 
Dry Red!!! Or even champagne.... 

(The above joke was sent in by Eddie Galley’s wife, 
Jackie. Thanks Jackie!) 

People Skills  

I think maybe a need to start working on my people 
skills. 

I was taking money out of the ATM the other day when 
an old lady came up to me and asked “Would you mind 
checking my balance for me?” 

So I gave her a little shove and she fell over. 

(Thanks to my sister-in-law for that one!) 

 

A Wee Quiz  

How much Scottish Trivia do you know? 

 

1. Who died at Lauder Ha’ in 1950? 

2. What style of bridge is the Forth Road Bridge? 

3.  Which creature appears on the motif associated 
with retail group House of Fraser? 

4. Name the Bellshill singer who starred in the 
1996 Broadway production of the musical, 
‘Grease’. 

5. Which fictional character had a wife named Kate 
and a horse named Meg? 

6. What is located on top of Dumbarton Rock/ 

7. In the old Scots saying, what happens “when the 
drink’s in…’? 

8. Where did Billy Connolly take his television 
World Tour series to in 1996? 

9. What photographic breakthrough was achieved 
by James Clerk-Maxwell in 1861? 

10. Who founded America’s National Parks – Adam 
Ferguson, Robert Adam or John Muir? 
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Officers 
 
President: Vacant 
 
Vice-President: Kenny Lawrence 
 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771 (home) 
 Email: ���������	
�����
�������  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 (home) 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
 
November 15  Caledonian Club St Andrew’s Ball 
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton 
December 7 2008    Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’s Hoose 
January 31 2009  PBFSCO Burns Supper, Pleasanton Marriott 
 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1 Sir Harry Lauder; 2 Suspension Bridge; 3 A deer stag; 4 Sheena Easton; 5 Tam o’Shanter; 6 Dumbarton Castle; 7 
‘…the wit’s oot’; 8 Australia; 9 World’s first color photograph; 10 John Muir 
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November 22 2008 
 

Hilton Hotel, 7050 Johnson Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588 
Phone (925) 463 8000 

 
Room Rate $79. 

 
Cut-Off Date: Thirty rooms have been reserved and the room block will be held until November 8 2008.  When you 

call the hotel say that you are part of the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet. Please note that you will not be able 
to reserve your room at the above price after that date. 

 

Tickets are on sale now at $75 ($70 members) 
 

Entertainment will be provided by: 
Eddie Galley on the Accordian for the Ceilidh 

Prince Charles Pipe Band and Highland Dancers 
Music and Dancing by Steve Fox, East Bay DJ 

 
Meal selections:  

Chicken Forestiere (Boneless breast of Chicken served with a Proscuitto, Sherry, Mushroom and Herb Demi-Glaze). 
Grilled Salmon (Enhanced with one of Chef’s special sauces). 

Herb Roast Beef (Sliced Roast Beef topped with Wild Mushroom Sauce).  
 

For further information, to buy your tickets and to give meal selections please contact: 
 

Ian Myles (510) 797 9621 or email: ianmyles@att.net 
Nancy Wigley (925) 426 8969 or email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 

Look for us on the website at www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


