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3565 Whitehall Court 
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Now, get FREE Holiday ground shipping with a $25 minimum order! Enter 
code “Highland” at Checkout. And for corporate gift giving opportunities, 
Walkers offers special volume discounts and unique custom gift assortments. 
Visit www.WalkersUS.com online for these special savings. 

Walkers is the authentic pure butter Scottish 
Shortbread for the Holidays, baked in the 
Highlands with only the finest ingredients. 
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Society News  
 
Meetings are held every 2nd Friday of the month at Dick’s 
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  
Next meeting: November 14th at 8 pm. 
 

 
 

October Business Meeting  
 
 
Sick/Relief  –Nothing of note to report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  – Ian stated that the Society’s funds 
are doing well and he wrote checks for a couple of bills. 
 
Unfinished Business – Steve Wigley reported on the 
Nominating Committee informing us that the committee 
had decided on the 2009 Nominations for Officers.  The 
names are as follows: 
President – Kenny Lawrence 
VP – Steve Wigley 
Treasurer – Ian Myles 
Secretary – Nancy Wigley 
Chaplain – Ann Kelly 
Flagbearer – Colin Ritchie 
Sick/Relief – Jacqueline Ritchie, Karina Tharp 
Trustees – Billy Edmiston, Joe Collins, Ian Myles, Martin 
Deehan, Alan Purves 
Historian – Billy Edmiston 
 
Moving the venue for the regular meetings was then 
discussed and Kenny stated that for the society to attract  
a younger membership, its time for the meetings to be 
moved to a different location.  So, he made a motion that 
the society finish the year at Dick’s and then move the 
meetings to Redcoats Pub in Pleasanton.  Steve 
seconded the motion.  Douglas Unsworth then pointed 
out that we should schedule our first meeting of the year 
there to find out if the facility meets our needs.  If not, we 
can re-think the location of the venue.  Everyone agreed 
to that and also everyone agreed that the location should 
be moved from Dick’s. 
 
Entertainment Committee – Kenny reported that 
everything was in hand for the Banquet on the 22nd 
November.  It looks like this is going to be a great night, 
so please, please, please contact either Ian Myles or 
Nancy as soon as possible to help the committee put 
meal choices into the hotel on time and also if you have 
any preferences on who you want to sit with, please 
inform us on that too, otherwise seats will be assigned 

as the committee sees fit.  The charity of choice this year 
is the Alameda County Food Bank.  More and more 
people are losing their homes because of the economic 
climate and are looking to the food bank for help.  The 
queues are getting longer as homeless seek 
sustenance. Please help on the night by buying up the 
raffle tickets so that we can put food in childrens bellies.   
 
We will be honored with a delicious basket donated by 
Walkers Shortbread – baked in the Highlands with only 
the finest ingredients.  Also, the Scottish Grocer will be 
donating a scrummy gift basket full of Scottish goodies 
including some Irn Bru.  Our thanks go to these two fine 
companies for continually supporting our cause.   
 
The Christmas Party for the more senior members is to 
be held on the 7th December at Nancy and Steve’s 
house so remember and keep that date free. 
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November birthday wishes go to – 

 
Rod McAfee – 1 

Robert McNaught – 5 
Bob Reid – 8 
John Tuck - 8 

Martin Deehan – 23 
Barbara Norkus - 29 
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 (Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland 
Newsletter) 

Next Week in Scottish History 

 

November 3 1698 - The Darien Expedition 
landed at "Caledonia" in Panama.  

November 4 1650 - Birth of King William 
III.  

November 5 1877 - Opening of the original 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow, now the largest 
public reference library in Europe.  

November 6 1887 - Celtic Football Club 
formally constituted in Calton, Glasgow, to 
alleviate poverty in Glasgow's East End 
parishes.  

November 7 1974 - Writer Eric Linklater 
died in Orkney.  

November 8 1308 - Scholar and philosopher 
John Duns Scotus died. His dry subtleties 
led to the word "Duns" or "dunce" meaning 
dull and incapable of learning. Beatified by 
Pope John Paul II in 1993.  

November 9 1847 - In Edinburgh, Sir James 
Young Simpson delivered Wilhelmina 
Carstairs while chloroform was administered 
to the mother, the first child to be born with 
the aid of anaesthesia.  

November 10 1871 - Journalist Henry M 
Stanley found the missing Scottish 
missionary David Livingstone with the 
classic "Dr Livingstone, I presume?"  

November 11 1918 - Armistice Day - 
World War I ends on the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month.  

November 12 - St Machar Day, patron saint 
of Aberdeen.  

November 13 1093 - King Malcolm III 
(Canmore), last of the Celtic kings was 
killed at the Battle of Alnwick. Succeeded 
by Donald III.  

November 14 1896 - Speed limit for 
horseless carriages was raised from 4mph 
(2mph in towns) to 14mph.  

November 15 1873 - Statue to Greyfriar's 
Bobby, who stayed by his master's grave for 
14 years was unveiled.  

A Wee Bit of Blethers  

Remember, remember the fifth of November, 
Gunpowder Treason and Plot. 
We see no reason 
Why gunpowder treason 
Should ever be forgot. 
 
Guy Fawkes, guy, t’was his intent 
To blow up King and Parliament. 
Three score barrels were laid below 
To prove Old England’s overthrow. 
 
By God’s mercy he was catch’d 
With a darkened lantern and burning match. 
So, holler boys, holler boys, let the bells ring. 
Holler boys, holler boys, God Save the King. 
 
And what shall we do with him? 
Burn him! 

….aye, its that time of the year again in the UK.  
All over Britain bonfires have been lit, effigies of 
Guy Fawkes have been burnt and fireworks 
have been set off.  Why?  Only because on 
November 5th 1605, he and 12 other 
conspirators tried to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament, but his plot was foiled when one of 
the group betrayed Guy by sending an 
anonymous letter to Lord Monteagle telling him 
to stay away from the Houses of Parliament on 
the 5th. The warning letter eventually reached 
the King who sent his army to storm the cellars 
and catch the conspirators.  Guy Fawkes was 
tortured and executed.  To this day, people all 
over Britain celebrate his capture (or maybe it’s 
the fact that he tried to blow up the 
Government:-))  Lots of goodies are eaten on 
this night and here is a recipe taken from the 
www.bonfirenight.net website.  

Treacle Toffee to Stick Your Jaws Shut 

Ingredients 
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21/2 cups soft brown sugar 
½ cup demerara sugar 
2/3 cup water 
¼ cup black treacle  
¼ cup butter 
1 tsp vinegar 
 
Place ingredients in a large heavy pan and heat 
slowly, stirring constantly until sugar dissolves. 
Cover and bring to a strong boil. Stir for the next 
ten minutes or until mixture reaches 280 
degrees on the sugar thermometer. If you don’t 
have a sugar thermometer, you can check if 
mixture is ready by dropping a little into a glass 
of cold water.  If it forms a hard ball, then it is 
ready to be set. 
Pour into a greased 7” square cake tin and let it 
cool. 
When the toffee is half set, mark into squares 
with an oiled knife.  When set, break the toffee 
into squares and wrap in waxed paper or foil. 

Name that Scot  

· Born in Glasgow on 21st April, 1979 
· attended St. Thomas Aquinas 

Secondary in Jordanhill, Glasgow 
· graduated from the Royal Scottish 

Academy of Music and Drama in 2000 
· is a fan of Celtic Football Club 
· He married actress Anne-Marie Duff in 

2006 
· He has appeared in the Last King of 

Scotland, Atonement and Becoming 
Jane 

Last month’s answer is: Kevin McKidd  
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Five Englishmen in an Audi Quattro arrived at an Irish 
border checkpoint. 
Paddy, the officer, stops them and tells them: 'It is illegal 
to put 5 people in a Quattro, Quattro means four'. 
 
'Quattro is just the name of the automobile,' the 
Englishman retorts disbelievingly. 'Look at the papers, 
this car is designed to carry five persons.' 
  
 'You cannot pull that one on me,' replies Paddy 'Quattro 
means four.  You have five people in your car and you 

are therefore breaking the law.' 
The Englishman replies angrily, 'You idiot! Call your 
supervisor over I want to speak to someone with more 
intelligence!' 
'Sorry,' responds Paddy, 'Murphy is busy with 2 guys in a 
Fiat Uno.' 

…………………………………… 

A little old lady is walking down the street, dragging two 
plastic bin bags, one in each hand.  There's a hole in 
one of the bags and once in a while a £20 note flies out 
of it onto the pavement. 
Noticing this, a policeman stops her. 'Madam, there are 
£20 notes falling out of that bag...' 
'Damn!' says the little old lady....'I'd better go back and 
see if I can find some of them.  Thanks for the warning!' 
'Well, now, not so fast,' says the policeman. 'How did 
you get all that money?  Did you steal it?' 
'Oh, no', says the little old lady. 'You see, my back 
garden backs onto the car park of the football stadium. 
Each time there's a game, a lot of fans come and pee in 
the bushes, right into my flower beds!' So, I go and stand 
behind the bushes with a big hedge clipper, and each 
time someone sticks his thingie through the bushes, I 
grab it and I say: '£20 or off it comes!' ' 
'Hey, not a bad idea!' laughs the cop. 'Good luck!' By the 
way, what's in the other bag?' 
'Well', says the little old lady, 'Not all of them pay.' 

A Wee Quiz  

How much Scottish Trivia do you know? 

 

1. How is singer, Sheena Orr, better known? 

2. After an ‘off-day’ at Wembley in 1961, where did 
goalkeeper Frank Haffey emigrate to? 

3. In which Robert Louis Stevenson book does the 
ditty, ‘Fifteen men on a dead man’s chest’ 
appear?  

4. In a best-selling 1987 song, where do the 
Proclaimers request that a letter should be sent 
back from? 

5. Edinburgh-born Henry Wallace was president of 
which Japanese car manufacturer? 

6. Which island is larger, the Isle of Skye or the Isle 
of Wight? 

7. In what commodity did Burke and Hare do 
business? 

8. What is Mons Meg? 

9. Which toothless creature bites more people in 
Scotland per annum than any other? 

10.  In which European city was Bonnie Prince 
Charlie born? 
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Officers 
 
President: Vacant 
 
Vice-President: Kenny Lawrence 
 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771 (home) 
 Email: ���������	
�����
�������  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 (home) 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
 
November 15  Caledonian Club St Andrew’s Ball 
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton 
December 7 2008    Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’s Hoose 
January 31 2009  PBFSCO Burns Supper, Pleasanton Marriott 
February 21 2009  St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Burns Supper, Dick’s Restaurant, San Leandro 
 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1 Sheena Easton; 2 Australia; 3 Treasure Island; 4 America; 5 Mazda; 6 Isle of Skye; 7 Dead bodies; 8 A canon (in 
Edinburgh Castle); 9 The midge; 10 Rome 
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November 22 2008 
 

Hilton Hotel, 7050 Johnson Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588 
Phone (925) 463 8000 

 
Room Rate $79. 

 
Cut-Off Date: Thirty rooms have been reserved and the room block will be held until November 15 2008.  When you 
call the hotel say that you are part of the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet. Please note that you will not be able 

to reserve your room at the above price after that date. 
 

Tickets are on sale now at $75 ($70 members) 
 

Entertainment will be provided by: 
Eddie Galley on the Accordian for the Ceilidh         

Prince Charles Pipe Band and Highland Dancers 
Music and Dancing by Steve Fox, East Bay DJ 

 
Meal selections:  

Chicken Forestiere (Boneless breast of Chicken served with a Proscuitto, Sherry, Mushroom and Herb Demi-Glaze). 
Grilled Salmon (Enhanced with one of Chef’s special sauces). 

Herb Roast Beef (Sliced Roast Beef topped with Wild Mushroom Sauce).  
 

For further information, to buy your tickets and to give meal selections please contact: 
 

Ian Myles (510) 797 9621 or email: ianmyles@att.net 
Nancy Wigley (925) 426 8969 or email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 

Look for us on the website at www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Now, get FREE Holiday ground shipping with a $25 minimum order! Enter 
code “Highland” at Checkout. And for corporate gift giving opportunities, 
Walkers offers special volume discounts and unique custom gift assortments. 
Visit www.WalkersUS.com online for these special savings. 

Walkers is the authentic pure butter Scottish 
Shortbread for the Holidays, baked in the 
Highlands with only the finest ingredients. 
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