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Society News 
 
Meetings are held every 2nd Friday of the month at Dick’s 
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  
Next meeting: May 9th at 8 pm. 
 

April Business Meeting 
 
Report from the Sick Committee 
Nothing much to report.  Our members appear to be healthy 
and well at the moment.  
Billy gave a brief report on the funeral of Mark Pierce who 
sadly passed away in March.  He said that it was a very 
moving service and our piper, David Unsworth, played a 
beautiful rendition of Amazing Grace, which Mark, before his 
death, had requested be played at the funeral.  Mark will be 
deeply missed by all the member of the St Andrew’s Society 
of Oakland and our hearts go out to Mark’s wife and family.   
 
Please keep Jacqueline informed of any illness or of anyone 
who needs some solace in times of sadness or hard times. 
Her contact details are at the end of this issue. 
 
 
Unfinished Business 
Ian Myles read out his proposal of a change in the by-laws: 
 
Article V – duties of President and Vice-President 
Propose new Section (Sec.5) as follows: 
 
In the event no President of the Society be elected by the 
members of the Society, and as long as the position of the 
President be vacant, then the duties of the President as 
described in Section 1 of this Article shall be fulfilled by a 
Past President chosen by the members at each meeting to 
preside at such meeting, preserve order, put all questions and 
announce the decision of the same.  If no Past President is 
present at a meeting then the Vice-President will preside and 
chair that meeting as described in Section 4 of this article.  
Further, as long as the position of the President be vacant, any 
committees, which would have been appointed by an elected 
President, can be appointed by a majority of members present 
at a meeting. 
 
BY-LAWS CHANGE 
Article IV – Committees and Their Duties 
Propose new Section (Sec.7) as follows with existing Sec.7 to 
be renumbered as Sec.8. 
 
In the event no President of the Society be elected by the 
members of the Society, and as long as the position of the 
President be vacant, any committees covered in this article, 

not formed and required, can be appointed by a majority of 
members present at a meeting. 
 
Submitted 4/11/08 
Ian Myles 
Treasurer, St Andrew’s Society of Oakland 
 
This was the third and final reading to which Douglas made a 
motion for the reading to be accepted so that discussions could 
take place.  Jim seconded the motion. 
 
Ian was asked why he thought a change in the wording was 
warranted and he replied by saying that he had never seen an 
occasion, in all the years that he had been a member of the 
Society, where no President had been elected.  He felt that a 
President can do the job of a Vice-President, but it’s not fair 
that a Vice-President should also do the role of a President, 
which Kenny is doing at the moment.  In the past, a Past 
President would chair the meetings and he feels that this 
should be ongoing.  So, the long story short and after much 
discussion,  there was a proposal to accept the change as read 
and all were in favor.  This will take effect at the next meeting.  
Kenny wondered if, in fact, the constitution and by-laws 
should be read and revised if needed, as a matter of course.  
Bring them up to the 21st century?  This was discussed in New 
Business. 
 
The storage facility was discussed and if any member has 
anything which belongs in the facility, please contact one of 
the officers or anyone who regularly attends the meetings, so 
that it can be picked up.   
 
Jim reported on the Scholarship Committee.  He told us that 
Ian Robertson had all the details and forms up and running on 
the website. Please logon to: 
www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org.  You will find more 
information on this on pages 7-11.  The Scholarship is open to 
all scholars of Scottish descent and not necessarily just in the 
USA.  Future applicants should give details on their GPA, 
heritage, links to the Society, etc.   
 
Talking of website, there was some discussion as to who 
should be the Webmaster when Ian Robertson leaves for 
Denver.  However, Ian said that he would still like to be 
responsible for this duty as he can control it remotely and still 
be in touch with the Society.  Everyone was in favor.   
  
Entertainment Committee 
 
Kenny reported that everything is in order for the picnic, the 
Four Clubs Ceilidh and the Banquet.   
 
Just to remind you of the dates: 
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· Picnic – Sunday June 22nd from 2-6 pm at the 
Pleasanton Meadows Cabana Club, 4110 Churchill 
Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588.  Please logon to the 
community website for more details and to map the 
location at www.assocmgmt.com/pmcabana.  Also, to 
give us an idea of how many people to cater for, 
please inform Nancy, Jacqueline, Kenny or Ian Myles 
if you will be attending or not.  This is a great day 
out, so mark it in your calendars, let us know you’re 
coming and get your running shoes ready for a few 
races!! There may be prizes!!! Oh, one more thing for 
your information, the Cabana Club will charge a $1 
entry fee.   

· Four Clubs Ceilidh – Saturday August 9th at the 
Encinal Yacht Club, 1251 Pacific Marina, Alameda. 
Alan Purves is the person to contact and all the 
details are on the form at the end of this issue. 

· St Andrew’s Banquet – Saturday 22nd November at 
the Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton.  The Entertainment 
Committee had thought about using a DJ this year 
instead of hiring a band, this way we can cater to all 
age groups that attend the event.  The suggestion was 
put forward at the meeting and the members thought 
it a good idea, as its time for a change.  Look for 
more details of this fantastic evening in upcoming 
issues of the Echoes.   

 
New Business 
 
The Dunsmuir Highland Games will be held on the 12th and 
13th July and we have booked tent space for this occasion. 
Please support these games and also your Society by coming 
along and helping out on the two days, by manning the tent for 
a few hours.  We desperately need your help and hope that we 
can muster up a few volunteers to: 

1. sit in the sun and man the tent 
2. be hospitable to members and guests as they 

make their way to our little area to imbibe in a 
wee dram or two 

3. quaff a few glasses of wine yourself or some 
other tasty beverage 

4. be in charge of keeping the nibble bowls full 
5. all in all, just chill out and relax in beautiful 

surroundings.  Take in the atmosphere whilst 
enjoying the friendship of others. 

 
Ian Robertson made a motion that the members appoint a 
committee to revise the constitution and by-laws and bring 
them up to date.  Douglas seconded it and all were in favor.  
Our trusty volunteers are Douglas Unsworth, Kenny 
Lawrence, Ian Robertson, Ian Myles and Robert McNaught. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
Douglas mentioned that the Prince Charles Pipe Band will be 
off to Scotland soon and also that his son, David (the Society’s 

Piper) has won a scholarship to UC Riverside where he will 

play in the pipe band there.  
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May birthday wishes go to – 
 

Donald Douglas – 3 
John Gray - 7 

Bill Dryburgh – 14 
Colin Ritchie - 17 

James Hutchinson - 18 
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 (Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant 

Scotland Newsletter) 
Next Week in Scottish History 

 

May 4 1645 - Marquis of Montrose 
victorious at Battle of Auldearn.  

May 5 1646 - King Charles I surrenders to 
Lord Leven and was later passed to the 
Parliamentary forces.  
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May 6 1941 - Last major bombing attack on 
the Clyde area by the Luftwaffe; Greenock 
was badly hit with 280 dead.  

May 6 1959 - Icelandic gunboats fired live 
rounds at British fishing trawlers, many of 
them from Scottish ports, during the "Cod 
War" over fishing rights.  

May 7 1890 - James Naysmith, engineer and 
inventor of steam hammer, died  

May 8 1701 - Scottish-born pirate "Captain" 
William Kidd tried for piracy at London's 
Old Bailey. He was hanged on 23 May.  

May 9 1860 - J M Barrie, author of "Peter 
Pan" born  

May 10 1810 - Rev Henry Duncan opened 
the world's first savings bank in Ruthwell, 
near Dumfries.  

May 12 1725 - The Black Watch regiment 
was commissioned under General Wade to 
police the Highlands.  

May 13 1568 - Mary, Queen of Scots, 
defeated at Battle of Langside.  

May 14 1754 - St Andrews Society of 
Golfers constituted. In 1834 it became the 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club.  

May 15 1567 - Mary, Queen of Scots, 
married Earl of Bothwell - at 4am.  

May 16 1763 - Biographer James Boswell 
met Samuel Johnson for the first time.  

May 16 1791 - James Boswell's "Life of 
Johnson" published.  

May 17 1532 - King James V established 
paid judges to sit as the Court of Session, the 
highest civil court in Scotland. 

 

A Wee Bit of Blethers 

May Day 

Are you going to stay beautiful for the rest of the year 
after washing your face in the morning dew on May 
1st?  No?  You didn’t take part in this grand old 
tradition? Me neither!  You’ll just have to put up with 
my ugly mug for the rest of the year then!  And, 
because I didn’t go out and slather myself in cold, 
wet moisture from the grass, I wasn’t able to make a 
wish either!  Crivens above – I’m doomed! 

So, if you didn’t wash your face, did you dance round 
a maypole? No?  Me neither! On May Day, people 
used to cut down young trees and stick them in the 
ground in the village to mark the arrival of summer. 
People danced around them in celebration of the end 
of winter and the start of the fine weather that would 
allow planting to begin. Many English villages still 
have a maypole, and on May 1st, the villagers dance 
around it.  If its not maypole dancing, the Morris 
Dancers come out of the brickwork and dance around 
shaking hankies and hitting each other with sticks!  
An accordionist, a fiddler or even a noisy band that 
bangs drums usually accompanies them.  Other 
traditions to celebrate the beginning of May include 
decorating your house with flowers and greenery in 
the vain hope that the vegetation spirits would bring 
good fortune; making May Day garlands; dancing in 
the village green; and crowning of the village Queen.   

One thing you shouldn’t do on May day or any day in May, 
for that matter, is get married.�� According to 
Astrologycom.com, "In ancient times, May was a month of 
purification and religious ceremony in honor of the dead, and 
as such it was considered a very inauspicious time for 
marriage."  The Irish also have a little saying, “Marry in May 
and rue the day.”   

Since I didn’t celebrate May Day, perhaps I can join in the 
celebrations on the 5th May or Cinco de Mayo. Why does 
Mexico celebrate this special day? – Because they beat the 
French in 1862 and it’s a day of Mexican pride, which 
includes great festivities.  Would it look odd then if I stuck a 
stick in my front yard, danced around it whilst shaking a 
hanky and beating a few neighbors with sticks wearing a 
sombrero and shouting Viva! El Cinco de Mayo!!!  

What else happened in May in the past?  

May 1, 1707 - Great Britain was formed from a 
union between England and Scotland. The union 
included Wales, which had already been part of 
England since the 1500s. The United Kingdom today 
consists of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
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May 5, 1893 - The Wall Street Crash of 1893 began 
as stock prices fell dramatically. By the end of the 
year, 600 banks closed and several big railroads were 
in receivership. Another 15,000 businesses went 
bankrupt amid 20 percent unemployment. It was the 
worst economic crisis in U.S. history up to that time. 

May 7, 1945 - In a small red brick schoolhouse in 
Reims, Germany, Field Marshall Alfred Jodl signed 
the unconditional surrender of all German fighting 
forces thus ending World War II in Europe. Russian, 
American, British and French ranking officers 
observed the signing of the document, which became 
effective at one minute past midnight on May 9, 
1945. Jodl was then ushered in to see Supreme Allied 
Commander, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, who 
curtly asked Jodl if he fully understood the document. 
Eisenhower then informed Jodl that he would be held 
personally responsible for any deviation from the 
terms of the surrender. Jodl was then ushered away. 

May 12, 1937 - George VI was crowned at 
Westminster Abbey in London, following the 
abdication of his brother, Edward VIII. King George 
reigned until his death in 1952. He was succeeded by 
his daughter Elizabeth, the current reigning monarch. 

May 20, 1932 - Amelia Earhart became the first 
woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. She departed 
Newfoundland, Canada, at 7 p.m. and landed near 
Londonderry, Ireland, completing a 2,026-mile flight 
in about 13 hours. Five years later, along with her 
navigator Fred Noonan, she disappeared while trying 
to fly her twin-engine plane around the equator. 

May 21, 1881 - The American Red Cross was 
founded by Clara Barton. The organization today 
provides volunteer disaster relief in the U.S. and 
abroad. Community services include collecting and 
distributing donated blood, and teaching health and 
safety classes. 

May 27, 1937 - In San Francisco, 200,000 people 
celebrated the grand opening of the Golden Gate 
Bridge by strolling across 
it. 

Away The Lads!  

Rangers beat Fiorentini 
4-2 on penalty kicks after 
180 minutes of scoreless 
play over two legs.  They are to meet against Zenit St 
Petersburg in Manchester on May 14th for the UEFA 
Cup Final.  Whether you love them or loathe them, 

this is the first Scottish team in a 
major, major final since Celtic made 
it to the same stage in 2003. 

In fact, we could have an all British 
triumph, because if Rangers lift the 
UEFA cup, an English team is guaranteed to win the 
Champions League.  Manchester United will play 
Chelsea in the Champions League final on 
Wednesday May 21. 

Name that Scot 

� ������������

� one of Scotland's most likeable performers 

 His film career really took off with "Whisky Galore" 
in 1948 

� He also starred in The Great Escape and the Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie 

 He won an Emmy award 

 Best known for Upstairs Downstairs! 

Last month’s answer is: Dr William McEwan 

�
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YOU'VE GOTTA LOVE DRUNK PEOPLE   
 
A man and his wife were awakened at 3:00 am 
by a loud pounding on the door. The man gets 
up and goes to the door where a drunken 
stranger, standing in the pouring rain, is 
asking for a push.  
 
'Not a chance,' says the husband, 'it is 3:00 in 

the morning!' 
He slams the door and returns to bed. 
 
'Who was that?' asked his wife.  
 
'Just some drunk guy asking for a push,' he answers.  
 
'Did you help him?' she asks. 
 
'No, I did not, it is 3:00 in the morning and it is pouring rain 
out there!'  
 
'Well, you have a short memory,' says his wife. 'Can't you 
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remember about three months ago when we broke down, and 
those two guys helped us? I think you should help him, and 
you should be ashamed of yourself!'  
 
The man does as he is told, gets dressed, and goes out into the 
pounding rain. 
 
He calls out into the dark, 'Hello, are you still there?' 
 
'Yes,' comes back the answer. 
 
'Do you still need a push?' calls out the husband.  
 
'Yes, please!' comes the reply from the dark. 
 
'Where are you?' asks the husband. 
 
'Over here on the swing,' replied the drunk. 

WHEN I'M 100, IF I LEAN A LITTLE, LET ME!! 

The family wheeled Grandma out on the lawn, in her 
wheelchair, where the activities for her 100th birthday were 
taking place. 
Grandma couldn't speak very well, but she would write notes 
when she needed to communicate. 
After a short time out on the lawn, Grandma started leaning 
off to the right, so some family members grabbed her, 
straightened her up, and stuffed pillows on her right. 
A short time later, she started leaning off to her left, so again 
the family grabbed her and stuffed pillows on her left. 
Soon she started leaning forward, so the family members 
again grabbed her, and then tied a pillowcase around her waist 
to hold her up. 
A nephew who arrived late came up to Grandma and said, "Hi, 
Grandma, you're looking good! How are they treating you?" 
Grandma took out her little notepad and slowly wrote a note to 
the nephew...... 

…………. 

…………. 

 
"Bastards won't let me fart." 

A Wee Quiz 

How much Scottish Trivia do you know? 

 

1 Which comedian was known as “The Laird of 
Inversnecky – Harry Gordon, Harry Lauder or 
Chick Murray?” 

2 In which railway station did Willie Merrilees 
detain a German super-spy in 1938? 

3 Who was reported to be the highest earning 
Scotswoman during 1995? 

4 Who once threatened to take up sumo wrestling 
if darts came off television? 

5 What is Sean Connery’s middle name – Fraser, 
McLeod or Thomas? 

6 Name the Bob Dylan song recorded by children 
from Dunblane in 1996 as an appeal fundraiser? 

7 In which town or city did Sir Winston Churchill 
lose his parliamentary seat in 1922? 

8 Are whiskies for the domestic markets generally 
stronger or weaker than those exported? 

9 Where in Scotland is the world’s longest pub bar 
located – Oban, Edinburgh or Glasgow? 

10 What was the occupation of someone married to 
a ‘green wife’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ponder This 
 
Can you cry under water? 
Why do you have to ‘put your two cents in’ when it’s only ‘a 
penny for your thoughts’?  Where’s that extra penny going? 
What disease did cured ham actually have? 
How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out 
it would be a good idea to put wheels on luggage? 
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money 
in binoculars to look at things on the ground? 

 

Alex Moir Scholarship Fund 

The following pages show all the information required to 
apply for this fabulous opportunity.  Please pass the 
information on to any prospective student who may be eligible 
to apply.  You can also find all the forms on the society’s 
website at ����������	���
��	�

�
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�� .  
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Alex Moir Memorial Scholarship Applicant Informatio n 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 

 
The St. Andrews Society of Oakland was established on May 3rd. 1878 with the objective to provide support 
and assistance to Scotsmen in need. It is a Society created by Scotsmen, and has evolved over the years to 
remain true to its roots and continues to offer support and assistance to many worthwhile charities and people of 
Scottish descent. This scholarship works within the spirit of that original objective to help students with an 
affinity for Scotland realize their ambitions by furthering their education and reaching their true potential. This 
was very close to the heart of Society Past President Alex Moir. 
 
To qualify, the applicant must have a 3.0 (B) GPA on a scale of 4.0 or a 4.0 on a scale of 5.0. 
 
The applicant must be able to demonstrate Scottish ancestry. 
 
The applicant must attend, or have been accepted to an accredited college or university (the scholarship check 
will be deposited into the student’s account with the college or university at the beginning of the appropriate 
semester or quarter). 
 
This application, official high school or college transcript and letters of recommendation must be received by 
the Society by July 4th. All submissions will become the property of the Society and cannot be returned. 
 
The Scholarship Committee will recommend a recipient for an award to be ratified by the Society members at 
its August meeting.  
 
Maximum award for 2008/2009 school year is $500. 
 
As criteria for evaluation, the Scholarship Committee will consider the following (general guidelines):- 
 
• Verification of Scottish affinity 
• identifiable need for financial assistance 
• academic achievement 
• extracurricular activities 
• an indication that the proposed course of study will materially contribute to the applicant's intellectual 
development and economic independence 
• proof of acceptance to their selected school 
• connection to the Society. 
 
Special attention will be given to applicants whose work or interests demonstrably contribute toward enhancing 
knowledge of Scottish history or culture. Finalists for an award must be willing, upon request, to be available in 
person or by telephone for interview by the committee or its designated representative.  
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Alex Moir Memorial Scholarship Reference Guidelines 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 

 
Guidelines for scholastic recommendation (letter of recommendation from a teacher or administrator). 
 
Please give as much background information to the letter writer as possible. Include, this document and 
application information, as well as a link to our web site (scholarship info), if you think that is useful. 
 
Remind the letter writer of your talents and attributes, teachers are very busy people and cannot be expected to 
remember all of the detail you’d perhaps like them to include. 
 
We will accept an e-mail reference letter provided it includes the appropriate letter writers contact information 
for follow up questions as necessary. Written submissions should be sent to the Scholarship Committee at the 
Society address. Please ensure the letter writer is aware of deadlines for submission (provide a pre-addressed & 
stamped envelope). 
 
Follow up with them frequently, everyone is busy, a little prompting will go a long way. 
 
Reference letter content:- 
 
Indicate how the letter writer is acquainted with you, and, how long they have known you. 
 
Compare you to other students he/she has taught. 
 
Include specifics about your personal strengths (and weaknesses, to be objective). 
 
Contain examples from interactions, conversations or observations to support the letter writer’s opinion. 
 
Emphasize your academic qualification, your potential, your motivation, maturity, integrity, leadership skills, 
imagination and so on. 
 
Guidelines for personal recommendation (letter of recommendation from a family member, friend, 
acquaintance). 
 
Consider the above guidelines as general principles, which can carry through to your personal reference. 
 
Bear in mind, this is a personal reference and should contain greater insight into your personal situation, 
environment and character. Perhaps it can highlight personal accomplishments or adversity you’ve overcome.  
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Personal letter content:- 
 
Detail who the letter writer is, their connection to you, and why they are prepared to give you a reference.  
 
This application, official transcript and letters of recommendation should be forwarded to: 
 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 
Scholarship Committee 
3565 Whitehall Court 
Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 
 
Good Luck ! 
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Officers 
 
 
 
President: Vacant 
 
Vice-President: Kenny Lawrence 
 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771 (home) 
 Email: �	��	�������	��	������
�  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 (home) 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
June 22 2008  Picnic, Pleasanton MeadowsCabana Club, Pleasanton 
July12/13  Dunsmuir Scottish Highland Games 
Aug 9 2008  Four Clubs Ceilidh 
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton 
December 7 2008    Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’s Hoose 
 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1 Harry Gordon; 2 Waverley Station; 3 Annie Lennox; 4 Jocky Wilson; 5 Thomas; 6 Knockin on Heaven’s 
door; 7 Dundee; 8 Slightly weaker; 9 Glasgow (Horseshoe Bar); 10 A greengrocer. 
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