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Society News  
 
Please remember that the next meeting will be 
held at Redcoats Pub, 336 St Mary’s Street, 
Pleasanton on Thursday 12th March 2009. The 
meeting will commence at 8 pm as usual. 
 
If you are coming from the 580, take the Santa 
Rita exit and head south (right).  Santa Rita 
Road becomes Main Street, then turn right 
onto Saint Mary Street.  You will find Redcoats 
on the left hand side. If you are coming from 
the 680 take the Bernal Ave and turn left onto 
Main Street.  Keep going until you get to Saint 
Mary Street and turn left into it.   
 
 

February Business Meeting  
 
Sick/Relief Committee  
 
Since our last meeting’s report from Jacqueline, I 
am very sorry to say that Gordon McGill passed 
away on the 22 February.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, Rena and all the family.   
 
Also, since the last meeting, John Tuck suffered a 
heart attack on the 25 February and has undergone 
a quadruple bypass.  All your friends in the Society 
are wishing you well, John, and hope you recover 
soon.   
 
Applications for Membership  
 
There were two applications, which were duly 
handed over to the Membership Committee for 
consideration.   
 
Balloting for Membership  
 
After a brief discussion all were in favor of 
accepting the two new members into the Society 
whose names are Kalvin Sandhu and Gordon 
Corsie. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Ian let it be known that the Society’s investments 
have gone down in value due to the economic 
climate.  The Society made a big loss last year, 
mostly due to the declining numbers at the Banquet 
and this led to discussions on how to raise money 
for the Society and charities.  A Fundraising 
committee was suggested as this could be a good 

avenue to market and advertise the Society through 
social and formal events.  It was also stated that 
the membership committee could work extra hard 
to enroll new members.    All were in favor of a 
fundraising committee being formed and Kenny will 
organize this. 
 
Unfinished Business  
 

A big debate around enrolling an extra Piper for the 
society then ensued.  This all boiled down to Bob 
Penman’s motion that we keep our Society Piper, 
David Unsworth, and have a back up list for anyone 
who needs a piper.  John Tuck seconded this.  
Kalvin stated that he has contacts with the House 
of Bagpipes for pipers and he can perhaps put a list 
together. 

The Trustees had decided from a previous meeting 
that the Society would not be responsible for 
payment. 
 
Entertainment Committee  
 
Steve talked about the Burns Supper and since the 
meeting, our Burns Event was a great success!  
So, well done to the members of the Entertainment 
Committee for putting on a good night. 
 
 
New Business  
 
Kenny asked for volunteers to be on the 
Fundraising Committee and the names are:  Nicola 
Golden (who will be the Chairperson), Julie Bell, 
Nancy Wigley, Karina Tharp, Jacqueline Ritchie 
and Ann Kelly.  Nicola will organize a meeting of 
the new committee before the next regular meeting. 
 
Also, please remember that dues are 
always due on the 1 st December of every 
year!  If you haven’t already paid your 
annual fee of $25 per member for 2009, 
please send your checks to Ian Myles, 
Treasurer, 38346 Jacaranda Court, Newark, 
CA 94560. 
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In Memory of  
 

Gordon Stuart McGill  
 

October 3, 1937 – February 22, 2009 
 
Gordon joined the Society sometime in the 
1960’s and was a Past President in 1969.  He 
was always able to make me laugh with his 
quick wit and dry sense of humor.  He liked 
to make his “well known” Lorne Sausage 
and presented me, at one of the meetings, 
with a wee bag full of the dry ingredients so 
that I could make my own.  I put it in the 
kitchen cupboard where I keep my spices 
and I have to say, that not only did the 
aroma emanating from the wee bag make 
my taste buds quiver in anticipation of a 
piece of Lorne sausage sandwiched in the 
middle of a roll, that when I eventually got 
around to mixing it with the sausage meat 
and cooked a batch of Lorne Sausage, it was 
delicious!  The whole family loved it.  So, 
not only will I remember Gordon for the 
support and all the good things he did for the 
Society, I’ll remember him for his Lorne 
Sausage!  
 
Gordon will be well missed within the 
Society and I will miss him dearly at the 
meetings, at social events and especially the 
Christmas Parties.   
 

The following is what Gordon’s family 
wrote at his Memorial Service: 

 
Gordon was born in Glasgow, Scotland on 
October 3rd, 1937 to Charles and Christina 
McGill.  After leaving school, he served his 
apprenticeship as a glazier with the Glasgow 
Glazing Company.  In 1958 he enlisted into 
the Royal Marines as a Commando and 
spent part of his service in Cyprus and North 
Africa. 

 
Gordon and Rena were married in 1962 in 
Glasgow.  After their first son, Gary, was 
born in 1964 they returned to Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, where they had lived for 
two years prior to their marriage.  In 1965 
they decided to move to California to escape 
the harsh winters in Canada.  Their second 
son, Mark, was born three months later.  
Daughter, Laura, followed in 1970. 
 
Gordon loved to spend time with his family, 
especially with his 8 grandchildren.  He 
enjoyed watching their baseball and football 
games and taking them to 7-11 for 
Slurpees®.  Teaching the grandchildren 
about the stars was something he also 
enjoyed.  He always made the kids laugh, 
but after a while he would say, “When are 
these kids going home?  They’re driving me 
nuts!” That’s just the way he was – always 
spoke his mind. 
 
Gordon had a passion for the Glasgow 
Rangers, Oakland A’s, and Oakland Raiders.  
He also enjoyed watching golf.  Traveling, 
especially cruising, was something Gordon 
was fond of, and he got a kick out of 
smuggling Cuban cigars over the border in 
his socks. 
 
Gordon was best known for his great sense 
of humor and quick wit.  In other words, he 
was a real “character”.  Life will not be the 
same without him.  He was a loving 
husband, father and grandfather.  He loved 
his family and friends both home and 
abroad. 
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February birthday wishes go to – 

 
Eddie Galley – 1 
John White – 8 
Alan Wigley – 8 
Neil Lundy - 25 
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A Wee Bit o’ Blethers  

 
The following is an article about Robert Burns 
that Billy Edmiston (our Society Historian) gave 
me to include in last month’s newsletter and I 
completely forgot to type it in.  Sorry, Billy, but 
here it is now.  It’s entitled: 
 

My Meeting With Robert Burns 
By Sir Walter Scott 

 
I saw him one day at the late venerable 
Professor Fergusson’s where there were 
several gentlemen of literary reputation, among 
whom I remember the celebrated Mr Dugald 
Stewart.  Of course, we youngsters sat silent, 
looked and listened.  The only thing I 
remember which was remarkable in Burns’s 
manner, was the effect produced upon him by 
a print of Bunbury’s, representing a soldier 
lying dead on the snow, his dog sitting in 
misery on one side – on the other, his widow, 
with a child in her arms.  These lines were 
written beneath: 

 
“Cold on Canadian hills, or Minden’s plain, 
Perhaps that mother wept her soldier slain; 

Ben o’er her babe, her eye dissolved in dew, 
The big drops mingling with the milk he drew 

Gave the sad presage of his future years, 
The child of misery baptized in tears.” 

 
Burns seemed much affected by the print, or 
rather by the ideas which it suggested to his 
mind.  He actually shed tears.  He asked 
whose the lines were; and it chanced that 
nobody but myself remembered that they occur 
in a half-forgotten poem of Langhorne’s called 
by the unpromising title of “The Justice of 
Peace.”  I whispered my information to a friend 
present; he mentioned it to Burns, who 
rewarded me with a look and a word, which 
though of mere civility, I then received and still 
recollect with very great pleasure. 
 
His person was strong and robust; his manners 
rustic, not clownish; a sort of, dignified 
plainness and simplicity, which received part of 
its effect perhaps from one’s knowledge of his 
extraordinary talents.  His features are 
represented in Mr. Naysmyth’s picture: but to 
me it conveys the idea that they are 
diminished, as if seen in perspective.  I think 
his countenance was more massive than it 
looks in any of the portraits.  I should have 
taken the poet had I not known what he was, 
for a very sagacious country farmer of the old 
Scotch school, i.e., none of your modern 
agriculturists who keep labourers for their 
drudgery, but the douce gudeman who held his 
own plough.  There was a strong expression of 
sense and shrewdness in all his lineaments; 
the eye alone, I think, indicated the poetical 
character and temperament.  It was large and 
of a dark cast, which glowed (I say literally 
glowed) when he spoke with feeling or interest.  
I never saw such another eye in a human 
head, though I have seen the most 
distinguished men of my time.  His 
conversation expressed perfect self-
confidence, without the slightest presumption.  
Among the men who were the most learned of 
their time and country, he expressed himself 
with perfect firmness, but without the least 
intrusive forwardness; and when he differed in 
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opinion, he did not hesitate to express it firmly, 
yet at the same time with modesty.  I have only 
to add, that his dress corresponded with his 
manner.  He was like a farmer dressed in his 
best to dine with the laird.  I do not speak in 
malam partem, when I say, I never saw a man 
in company with his superiors in station or 
information more perfectly free from either the 
reality of the affectation of embarrassment. 
From Scott’s Letter to Lockhart, 1827.  
   
The following is another clipping which Billy 
gave me: 
 

What Burns Has Done For Scotland 
 

Robert Burns has become the central figure of 
a Scottish ‘religion’ of sorts, a custom of good 
fellowship and conviviality to celebrate the 
brotherhood of man.  Around his birthdate 
people from all walks of life honor Burns 
throughout the world.   
Robert brought decency into life where there 
had been very little before.  He raised hope 
where it had been dashed by life.  And he also 
taught self-respect where there was little 
encouragement for such a virtue. 
And as if that wasn’t enough, he rescued the 
Scottish tongue at a time when strong forces 
were anglicizing it – giving the Scottish people 
renewed sense of nationhood at the moment 
when the country was vast becoming an 
appendage of England.  There must be few 
nations who have been gifted with a genius of 
the common people as Scotland has been. 
 
Thank You, Billy, for the above articles.  If 
anyone has anything they would like to be 
included in the newsletter, any help is most 
welcome!�

�
(The next item is an excerpt from 
the Rampant Scotland website.) 
 

February 21 1952 - Identity 
cards, introduced at a wartime security 
measure, were abolished in Britain.  

February 22 1371 - David II died at 
Edinburgh Castle.  

February 23 1303 - Battle of Roslin in 
which a Scots army of 8,000, led by Sir 
Simon Fraser, Sinclair of Rosslyn and the 
Red Comyn, surprised an English army of 
30,000 led by Sir John Seagrave and 
defeated them.  

February 24 1923 - Steam train, the "Flying 
Scotsman" went into service with London 
and North Eastern Railway (LNER), on the 
London (King's Cross) to Edinburgh route.  

February 24 1940 - Footballer Denis Law, 
who played for Manchester United and 
Scotland, born.  

February 26 1672 - Philip van der Straten, 
a Fleming, was granted Scots naturalisation 
and set up a factory in Kelso, thus starting 
the Border woollen industry. February 27 
1545 - Battle of Ancrum Moor in which 
Scottish forces, led by Earl of Douglas, 
defeated an English army twice their size.  

February 28 1638 - Second National 
Covenant signed in Greyfriars Churchyard. 
March 1 1682 - The Advocate's Library 
(known as the National Library of Scotland 
since 1925) opened by its founder, Sir 
George Mackenzie, the Lord Advocate.  

March 2 1316 - King Robert II born in 
Paisley.  

March 3 1847 - Alexander Graham Bell 
born Edinburgh.  

March 4 1890 - Forth Rail Bridge opened 
by Prince of Wales.  

March 5 1323 - King David II born.  

March 5 1929 - David Dunbar Buick, 
founder of the Buick Manufacturing 
Company which later became General 
Motors, died in Detroit. He was born in 
Arbroath in 1854.  

March 6 1457 - King James II decreed in an 
Act of Parliament that there should be 
regular target practice and military parades 
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and that "football and golf be utterly cried 
down and not used". This was the first time 
that the games had been mentioned in 
Scottish documents.  

March 7 1744 - The Honourable Company 
of Edinburgh Golfers founded. The oldest 
golf club in the world, it produced thirteen 
"Rules of Golf" for its first competition 
which was played for the "Silver Club". 
(The first winner of the trophy only just 
escaped beheading for becoming Bonnie 
Prince Charlie's personal surgeon during 
the Jacobite Uprising the following year. 
The club played on the 5 holes at Leith 
Links for nearly a century.  

Name that Brit  

· He was perhaps most famous for 
appearing in the show Up Pompeii . 

· He was renowned for his off cut 
remarks.  

· He also starred in many Carry On 
Films and had many a catchphrase like 
"Titter ye not" and "Oooh nooo 
missus". 

· He also did a one off UK version of 
"The Gong Show". 

· Sadly he died in 1992 after posing for 
his last ever photograph with good 
friend Cilla Black. 

Answer to Last Month’s Name that Scot:  

Ken Stott 

Jokes 

� n Englishman driving his fancy sports car drove 
into Glasgow failing to 
stop at a stop sign. 
 
He was flagged down by a Glasgow policeman. 
 
"You didnae stoap at the sign.  That's an offense." 
 
"Good gracious my man.  There was nobody 
around and I did slow down." 
 
"Am no yer man and I tell ye ye didnae stop at the 
sign." 
 

"Listen my fellow you're being overly officious.  It is 
quite unnecessary.  You're carried away with your 
position.  I don't see any problem here -after all I 
did slow down. 
 
"Ah tell ye what, step oot yer car and I'll 
demonstrate the problem for ye." 
 
The Englishman stepped out the car and the 
policeman started to hit him with his night stick. 
 
"Noo dae ye want me to stop or to slow down." 

(That joke was sent in by Dorothy Mackay-Collins. 
Thanks Dorothy!) 

 
A Wee Quiz 
(How much Scottish Trivia do you know?) 
 

1. What did Lulu become the first 
Briton to win in 1969? 

2. Where was New Zealand Prime 
Minister, Peter Fraser, born – 
Ross-shire or Ayrshire? 

3. Name any two of the four 
principal characters in Kenneth 
Grahame’s book, The Wind in 
the Willows. 

4. Who made his historic escape 
from capture disguised as Betty 
Burke? 

5. Under which name have twins 
Charlie and Craig Reid become 
international celebrities? 

6. Name the faithful Skye Terrier 
which has been immortalised in a 
life-size Edinburgh statue. 

7. Which famous school was 
founded by ‘Jingling Geordie’ – 
George Heriot’s, Fettes or 
Gordonstoun? 

8. Name the Bellshill athlete who 
won numerous 800 metre mens 
titles during the 1980’s. 

9. What do Bells porcelain whisky 
decanters commerate? 

10. Which character in the television 
series, Dr Who, was played by 
Scots actor Fraser Hines? 
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Officers 
 

 
President: Kenny Lawrence 

 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 
 925 829 8771 (home) 

 Email: ����������	
�����
������  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
 
Vice-President: Steve Wigley 

 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: �
�	���������������  925 699 9426 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 

 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 

 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 925 426 8926 (home) 

Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
April 11th 2009   Caledonian Club of San Francisco TARTAN BALL .  See Flyer for more details. 
 
Answers to a Wee Quiz: 1 Eurovision Song Contest; 2 Ross-shire; 3 Toad, Badger, Rat and Mole; 4 Bonnie Prince 

Charlie; 5 The Proclaimers; 6 Greyfriars’ Bobby; 7 George Heriot’s; 8 Tom McKean; 9 Royal occasions 
(weddings and births); 10 Jamie
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