
 
 

1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Andrew’s Society of Oakland 
3565 Whitehall Court 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 

��������	
�����
���

�
                                                                           

 
�
�



 
 

2

��������	
����
�����������������
�����
����������������

Society News 
 
Meetings are held every 2nd Friday of the month at Dick’s 
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  
Next meeting: June 13th at 8 pm. 
 

May Business Meeting 
 
Report from the Sick Committee 
No report as Jacqueline was absent.  However, Jacqueline had 
undergone an operation on the 23rd April and was still 
recovering at the time of the meeting.  Ian Myles had sent 
flowers to Jacqueline from the Society.    
 
Please keep Jacqueline informed of any illness or of anyone 
who needs some solace in times of sadness or hard times. 
Her contact details are at the end of this issue. 
 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
The by-law committee had met, but as there weren’t many at 
the meeting, Douglas suggested holding off the first reading of 
any changes and wait until the June get together.   
 
Douglas reported that our tent space for the Dunsmuir Games 
is well and truly reserved!  John Tuck and Billy Edmiston 
volunteered a few hours of their time to man the tent. 
 
Kenny stated that all the forms and documents relating to the 
Scholarship fund have been distributed to the other societies.  
Also, please remember to logon to the Society’s website: 
www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org.  You will find more 
information on this on pages 6-10.  The Scholarship is open to 
all scholars of Scottish descent and not necessarily just in the 
USA.  Future applicants should give details on their GPA, 
heritage, links to the Society, etc.   
 
Picnic 
 
 

�

When : June 22nd 2008 
Where : Pleasanton Meadows Cabana Club, 4110 Churchill 
Drive, Pleasanton, 94588 
Time : 2 – 6 pm 
Please logon to their website at 
www.assocmgmt.com/pmcabana for more details and to map 
the location.   
 

Please, please, please contact either Nancy, Jacqueline, Kenny 
or Ian Myles if you will be attending or not, so that we have an 
idea of how many people to cater for. 
 
Directions are as follows: 
 
If you are coming from 580 East, exit at Santa Rita Road. Go 
straight over Santa Rita into Pimlico.  Turn Right at Brockton 
and then right again into Fairlands.  Take the first left at 
Churchill and follow the road round until you see the Cabana 
Club on the left hand side.   
 
This is a great day out and we hope you will all join us.  
Again, please inform us if you will be coming or not. 
   
Dunsmuir Games 
 
The Dunsmuir Highland Games will be held on the 12th and 
13th July and we have booked tent space for this occasion. 
Please support these games and also your Society by coming 
along and helping out on the two days, by manning the tent for 
a few hours.  Mr Tuck and Mr Edmiston have volunteered 
some of their time, but we still need your help and hope that 
we can muster up a few volunteers to: 

1. sit in the sun and man the tent 
2. be hospitable to members and guests as they 

make their way to our little area to imbibe in a 
wee dram or two 

3. quaff a few glasses of wine yourself or some 
other tasty beverage 

4. be in charge of keeping the nibble bowls full 
5. all in all, just chill out and relax in beautiful 

surroundings.  Take in the atmosphere whilst 
enjoying the friendship of others. 

 

. Courtesy Oakland Convention and Visitors Bureau 
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June birthday wishes go to – 
 

Jacqueline Ritchie – 8 
Julie Bell - 19 

 

������������������������"������
���#�������������	
����
��������

��������

�
 (Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant 

Scotland Newsletter) 
Next Week in Scottish History 

 

June 1 1679 - Covenanters defeated John 
Graham of Claverhouse at Drumclog.  

June 1 1878 - First Tay rail bridge opens. It 
was to collapse 18 months later in the Tay 
Bridge Disaster.  

June 2 1941 - Clothes rationing introduced 
as a war-time measure. It was not lifted until 
1949.  

June 3 1931 - The company formed by John 
Logie Baird televised the Epsom Derby 
which was then transmitted by the BBC.  

June 4 1818 - First recorded inter-club golf 
match - between Edinburgh Burgess Golfing 
Society and Bruntsfield Links Golf Club.  

June 4 1977 - Damage estimated to cost 
£15,000 caused by fans who dug up the 
pitch at Wembley after Scotland defeated 
England 2-1.  

June 5 1723 - Adam Smith, author of "The 
Wealth of Nations" born Kirkcaldy.  

June 6 1560 - Treaty of Edinburgh between 
France and England, recognising 
sovereignty of Mary Queen of Scots and her 
first husband Francis II.  

June 7 1329 - Robert the Bruce died, 
Cardross Castle.  

June 7 1811 - Sir James Young Simpson, 
pioneer of anaesthetics and chloroform, 
born.  

June 8 1333 - King Edward III orders the 
capture of the Isle of Man from the Scots.  

June 9 1942 - First US troops (over 10,000 
men) disembark from Queen Mary on the 
River Clyde.  

June 10 1688 - James Francis Stuart born. 
In honour of the "Old Pretender", this is 
known as "White Rose Day" in Jacobite 
circles.  

June 10 1903 - The floral clock in Princes 
Street Gardens, Edinburgh, began operation 
- driven by clockwork and with only an hour 
hand. But it was the first of its kind in the 
world.  

June 11 1975 - First oil pumped ashore 
from British oilfields in the North Sea.  
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June 13 1975 - Rate of price inflation 
reached 25% in the UK.  

June 14 1940 - Queen Mary, Aquitania, 
Empress of Canada, and Empress of Britain 
arrive in the River Clyde with the first 
contingent of Australian and New Zealand 
troops.  

 

A Wee Bit of Blethers 

Glasgow – West End Festival 

Anyone visiting Scotland over the next two weeks, be 
sure and make a stop in Glasgow before the 29th June 
and be entertained by some of the attractions from the 
West End Festival.  This annual event runs from the 
13th June to the 29th June and attracts more than 
110,000 people.  It has a variety of programs, which 
include exhibitions, theatre productions, concerts, 
fairs, events and walks to list but a few, so you will 
be sure to find something that will either entertain or 
teach you from all facets of culture, young or old.  

Look for more information on this by logging on to 
www.westendfestival.co.uk.    

M.B.E  Award 

Mrs Margaret Diamond, X-Ray Technician at the 
General Hospital, Wishaw, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
won the title “Number One X-Ray Technician of 
Scotland” last year, 2007.  In December 2007 she 
was awarded the M.B.E.  Margaret lives in Broxburn, 
West Lothian and she just happens to be the niece of 
an extremely proud uncle – our very own – Joe 
Collins.   

Congratulations and best wishes are extended from 
the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland. 

Four Clubs Ceilidh 

HURRY, HURRY, HURRY! 

Mail in the form at the end of this issue to buy your 
tickets for the Summer Ceilidh.  Tickets are selling 
fast and there is a limit to the total number of guests 
who can attend this fantastic event.  Remember and 
include a stamped addressed envelope – but do it 
quickly so that you are not disappointed. 

Name that Scot 

� born in Helensburgh September 30th 1921 

 Robert Atkins, a film director, and John Gliddon, a 
talent scout offered her a five year film contract in 1939. 

 she was cast in her first movie “Contraband” but the 
part was eventually cut.�

 she appeared in Major Barbara and it was apparent 
then, that a star was born 

 has the record for the most nominations for the Best 
Actress Academy Award without ever winning. 

 in 1994, she was finally given an honorary Oscar 

 died October 16th 2007 

 she was in many films but she is best known for her 
part in the “King and I”  (Big Clue There!) 

Last month’s answer is: Gordon Jackson�
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A father passing by his son's bedroom was astonished to see 
the bed was nicely made, and everything was picked up. Then, 
he saw an envelope, propped up prominently on the pillow. 
 
It was addressed, 'Dad.' With the worst premonition, he 
opened the envelope and read the letter, with trembling hands. 
 
Dear Dad, 
 
It is with great regret and sorrow that I'm writing you. I had to 
elope with my new girlfriend, because I wanted to avoid a 
scene with Mum and you. 
 
I've been finding real passion with Stacy, and she is so nice, 
but I knew you would not approve of her, because of all her 
piercing's, tattoos, her tight Motorcycle clothes, and because 
she is so much older than I am. 
 
But it's not only the passion, Dad. She's pregnant. 
 
Stacy said that we will be very happy. She owns a trailer in the 
woods, and has a stack of firewood for the whole winter. 
 
We share a dream of having many more children. 
 
Stacy has opened my eyes to the fact that marijuana doesn't, 
really hurt anyone. We'll be growing it for ourselves, and 
trading it with the other people in the commune, for all the 
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cocaine and ecstasy we want. 
 
In the meantime, we'll pray that science will find a cure for 
AIDS,so Stacy can get better. She sure deserves it!! 
 
Don't worry Dad, I'm 15, and I know how to take care of 
myself. 
 
Someday, I'm sure we'll be back to visit, so you can get to 
know your many grandchildren. 
 
Love, your son, Joshua. 
 
 
P.S. Dad, none of the above is true. I'm over at Jason's house. I 
just wanted to remind you that there are worse things in life 
than the school report that's on my desk. 
 
 
I love you! 
 
Call when it is safe for me to come home. 

Why parents   drink  
 
The boss wondered why one of his most valued employees 
had not phoned in sick one day. Having an urgent problem 
with one of the main computers, he dialed the employee's 
home phone number and was greeted with a child's whisper. ' 
Hello ? ' 
'Is your daddy home?' he asked. ‘Yes’ whispered the small 
voice. May I talk with him?' The child whispered, ' No .'  
Surprised and wanting to talk to an adult, the boss asked, “Is 
your mummy there?” ‘Yes’ 
'May I talk with her?' Again the small voice whispered, ' No .' 
Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a 
message, the boss asked, 'Is anybody else there?' 
' Yes ,' whispered the child, ' a policeman '. 
Wondering what a cop would be doing at his employee's 
home, the boss asked, 'May I speak with the policeman?' 
' No, he's busy ', whispered the child. 
'Busy doing what?' 
' Talking to Daddy and Mommy and the Fireman ,' came the 
whispered answer. 
Growing more worried as he heard a loud noise in the 
background through the earpiece on the phone, the boss asked, 
'What is that noise?' 
' A helicopter ' answered the whispering voice.'What is going 
on there?' demanded the boss, now truly apprehensive.  
Again, whispering, the child answered, ' The search team just 
landed a helicopter .' 
Alarmed, concerned and a little frustrated the boss asked, 
'What are they searching for?' 
Still whispering, the young voice replied with a muffled 
giggle... ' ME' . 
 
 

A Wee Quiz 

How much Scottish Trivia do you know? 

 

1 What is located at both Sullum Voe and Flotts? 

2 Where is Sweetheart Abbey located – 
Sutherland, Strathclyde or Kirkcudbrightshire? 

3 What weapon did a man come along with in the 
Duncan Macrae song, ‘Wee Cock Sparra’? 

4 The wife of which former American president 
refurbished the White House with Glasgow 
carpets? 

5 Where would you find three adjacent fields 
named Maureen, Mabel and Andrew? 

6 Which famous literary figure is buried in the 
ruins of Dryburgh Abbey? 

7 What form of dish is cranachan – soup, stew or 
dessert? 

8 What makes Edinburgh Castle an unsafe place 
for people with weak hearts most lunch-times? 

9 Which popular golfer was awarded an MBE in 
the 1996 Queen’s Birthday Honours List? 

10 Name any two of Scotland’s three longest lochs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ponder This 
 

Why do doctors leave the room while you change?  They are 
going to see you naked anyway. 

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there a stupid 
song about him? 

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool lane? 

If the professor on Gilligan’s island can make a radio out of a 
coconut, why can’t he mend a hole in a boat? 

 

Alex Moir Scholarship Fund 

The following pages show all the information required to 
apply for this fabulous opportunity.  Please pass the 
information on to any prospective student who may be eligible 
to apply.  You can also find all the forms on the society’s 
website at ����������	���
��	�

�
�������
�� . 
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Alex Moir Memorial Scholarship Applicant Informatio n 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 

 
The St. Andrews Society of Oakland was established on May 3rd. 1878 with the objective to provide support 
and assistance to Scotsmen in need. It is a Society created by Scotsmen, and has evolved over the years to 
remain true to its roots and continues to offer support and assistance to many worthwhile charities and people of 
Scottish descent. This scholarship works within the spirit of that original objective to help students with an 
affinity for Scotland realize their ambitions by furthering their education and reaching their true potential. This 
was very close to the heart of Society Past President Alex Moir. 
 
To qualify, the applicant must have a 3.0 (B) GPA on a scale of 4.0 or a 4.0 on a scale of 5.0. 
 
The applicant must be able to demonstrate Scottish ancestry. 
 
The applicant must attend, or have been accepted to an accredited college or university (the scholarship check 
will be deposited into the student’s account with the college or university at the beginning of the appropriate 
semester or quarter). 
 
This application, official high school or college transcript and letters of recommendation must be received by 
the Society by July 4th. All submissions will become the property of the Society and cannot be returned. 
 
The Scholarship Committee will recommend a recipient for an award to be ratified by the Society members at 
its August meeting.  
 
Maximum award for 2008/2009 school year is $500. 
 
As criteria for evaluation, the Scholarship Committee will consider the following (general guidelines):- 
 
• Verification of Scottish affinity 
• identifiable need for financial assistance 
• academic achievement 
• extracurricular activities 
• an indication that the proposed course of study will materially contribute to the applicant's intellectual 
development and economic independence 
• proof of acceptance to their selected school 
• connection to the Society. 
 
Special attention will be given to applicants whose work or interests demonstrably contribute toward enhancing 
knowledge of Scottish history or culture. Finalists for an award must be willing, upon request, to be available in 
person or by telephone for interview by the committee or its designated representative.  
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Alex Moir Memorial Scholarship Reference Guidelines 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 

 
Guidelines for scholastic recommendation (letter of recommendation from a teacher or administrator). 
 
Please give as much background information to the letter writer as possible. Include, this document and 
application information, as well as a link to our web site (scholarship info), if you think that is useful. 
 
Remind the letter writer of your talents and attributes, teachers are very busy people and cannot be expected to 
remember all of the detail you’d perhaps like them to include. 
 
We will accept an e-mail reference letter provided it includes the appropriate letter writers contact information 
for follow up questions as necessary. Written submissions should be sent to the Scholarship Committee at the 
Society address. Please ensure the letter writer is aware of deadlines for submission (provide a pre-addressed & 
stamped envelope). 
 
Follow up with them frequently, everyone is busy, a little prompting will go a long way. 
 
Reference letter content:- 
 
Indicate how the letter writer is acquainted with you, and, how long they have known you. 
 
Compare you to other students he/she has taught. 
 
Include specifics about your personal strengths (and weaknesses, to be objective). 
 
Contain examples from interactions, conversations or observations to support the letter writer’s opinion. 
 
Emphasize your academic qualification, your potential, your motivation, maturity, integrity, leadership skills, 
imagination and so on. 
 
Guidelines for personal recommendation (letter of recommendation from a family member, friend, 
acquaintance). 
 
Consider the above guidelines as general principles, which can carry through to your personal reference. 
 
Bear in mind, this is a personal reference and should contain greater insight into your personal situation, 
environment and character. Perhaps it can highlight personal accomplishments or adversity you’ve overcome.  
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Personal letter content:- 
 
Detail who the letter writer is, their connection to you, and why they are prepared to give you a reference.  
 
This application, official transcript and letters of recommendation should be forwarded to: 
 
St. Andrews Society of Oakland 
Scholarship Committee 
3565 Whitehall Court 
Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 
 
Good Luck ! 
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Officers 
 
President: Vacant 
 
Vice-President: Kenny Lawrence 
 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771 (home) 
 Email: �	��	�������	��	������
�  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 (home) 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
June 22 2008  Picnic, Pleasanton MeadowsCabana Club, Pleasanton 
July12/13  Dunsmuir Scottish Highland Games 
Aug 9 2008  Four Clubs Ceilidh 
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton 
December 7 2008    Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’s Hoose 
 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1Oil terminals; 2 Kirkcudbrightshire; 3 A bow and an arra; 4 President Lincoln; 5 North Sea (oil fields); 6 
Sir Walter Scott; 7 Dessert; 8 The one o’clock gun; 9 Sam Torrance; 10 Loch Awe, Loch Lomond, Loch 
Ness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ceilidh – August 9th 2008 
 
Be sure to send off the form overleaf and order your tickets for this fabulous event!  Tickets are 
selling fast and there is a limit to the total number of guests who can attend, so HURRY, 
HURRY, HURRY!   
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