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The next meeting of the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland will
be held on Thursday May 14™ at Redcoats Pub, 336 St
Mary's Street, Pleasanton. The meetings always commence
at 8 pm.

Jacqueline stated that she had talked to Rena McGill who
passes on thanks for all the support, well wishes and cards
that she has received.

Jacqueline met Ernie Shanks who is doing okay. However,
he is going to Stanford to have nerves severed to help with
pain management.

lan stated that Charlie Denham was admitted to Kaiser
Hospital in Walnut Creek with a collapsed lung. Billy visited
him and said he was doing fine.

Bill Meek is to have a cataracts operation.
John Tuck is recovering from his heart attack and doing well.
Our thoughts and well wishes are with you all.

Please remember to inform Jacqueline for help in times of
hardship, or if you need to hear a cheery voice in times of
illness.

There was one form from Brian Paul.

None.

Kenny mentioned that the Society does not have a
Scholarship Committee and asked for volunteers, those
being Steve, Ann, Alan and lan. He said that the Editor
should advertise it in the Echoes. lan said that there is
$14600 in the Scholarship fund and two students received a
$500 check each last year.

Steve didn't really have anything to report but said that he
would hold a meeting of the committee before the next
regular meeting.

Dunsmuir Games was then the next topic for discussion —
primarily — should we support the games and rent a space
for our tent? Billy said yes, lan said yes. lan made the

motion to apply for tent space and business card advert in

the program. Billy seconded this. lan and Billy will man the
tent and requests for volunteers will be put in the Echoes.

Nicola stated that everything was in hand for the society’s
first Pub Quiz to be held on May 3".

Also, please remember that dues are always due ont  he
1* December of every year! If you haven't already pa  id
your annual fee of $25 per member for 2009, please  send
your checks to lan Myles, Treasurer, 38346 Jacarand a
Court, Newark, CA 94560.
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The following was sent in by lan Myles. He gave a little
talk to the St Andrew’s Society of San Francisco ab  out
the history of our Society way back in 2001. Heth  ought
this would be of interest to our new members and to

remind the current members of the Society’s heritag e.

Thanks lan!

St Andrews Society of Oakland — A history
A presentation to St Andrews Society of San Francisco —
February 19", 2001

By lan Myles
Treasurer and Trustee since 1975



Your sister society from the East Bay. Who are we? What's
our history?

Well we have been around for a while, but to put things into
perspective we have to start with the times of the mid to late
19" century. The history of St Andrew’s Society of Oakland
has been very much related to the varying waves of Scottish
immigration over the past one hundred years and more into
California, initiated by changing social and economic
conditions and events in Britain, particularly in Scotland and
stimulated by the attractive economic growth in California.
California was the land of golden opportunity while Scotland
was in decline. In 2001 California is still seen as the land of
golden opportunity. It was gold in the 1850’s and silicon in
the 1970's. Cyber-tech in the (nought noughts) 00’s.

The failure of the potato crop in the late 1840’s caused
significant relocation from the Highlands and disruption in
Scotland. The effect of the Civil War here in the US and the
corresponding cotton export blockade impacted both
England and Scotland. Businesses in the jute and linen
industries in Scotland and in the East coast particularly in the
Dundee area were badly affected. Companies going out of
business. Loss of jobs. And then also as a result of the
Industrial Revolution the shift away from farming economies
to an industrial one had its effects on the population. These
are just some of the factors.

Since 1871 the northern part of Scotland has lost over 60%
of its population by migration to the Central Lowlands,
England or overseas and even in central Scotland over 25-
30% had moved out of the country up through that 90 to 100
year period to the mid to late 1960’s.

During this time Scots moved all over the world to the new
and emerging areas of which America and California were
part of.

The Gold Rush was a catalyst for this area of America and
lead to the development and growth of San Francisco in the
1850’s. San Francisco tripled its population in the 1860's.

And in the Bay Area the Scots stuck together.

Scottish immigrants associated with each other keeping their
cultural and traditional links and founded these Societies and
Clubs that are still with us today.

The organizations in the 1860’s were — your society — St
Andrews Society of San Francisco —1863; the Caledonian
Club of San Francisco — 1866

And there were others.

Clan MacDonald (1891) was closely allied with our Society in
the East Bay. Our Society (St, Andrew’'s Society of Oakland)
was founded in 1878. May 31878 as the St Andrew’s
Society of Alameda County. 60 charter members. We were
the first Scottish association established in the East Bay.
Founded as a benevolent organization to fulfill a sacred
obligation to aid the unfortunate among our countrymen, or
their families, who may have settled here.

Many were members and officers of more than one
association.

Henry H. Haight, born in Rochester, New York 1825 —
Governor of California between 1867 and 1871, became a
member of St Andrew’s Society of San Francisco in 1863

and was briefly a member of St Andrew’s Society of Oakland
in 1878 until he died Sept 2" at age of 53 from heart disease

Archibald McKinley, was a founding member and our first
President in 1879 through 1880 and again in 1887. He was
also President of St Andrew’s Society of San Francisco in
1878 and 1882

Thomas Stead joined the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland in
1903 and became member of St Andrew’s Society of San
Francisco in 1907 serving as president of your Society in
1911 - 1913 and 1915. Recognized as having the
distinction of having the longest record of membership of
anyone in your Society (at least true up through 1963). Now
there also was a Thomas Stead who served as President of
our Society in 1939 and again in 1953. This is most likely to
have been the same Tom Stead.

And not much really has changed today. Many of our
current members have associations with more than just St
Andrew’s Society of Oakland. Present here tonight for
example, Alan Purves, our current President is a past
President of PBFSCO (Pleasanton, Blairgowrie, Fergus,
Sister City Organization) and also a member of The
Caledonian Club of San Francisco. And myself, a member
of these same two other Scottish organizations. And so it is
with some of your members.

And we have kept going. New membership from Scotland
came in the late 1920’s and 1930’s as result of the
depression. And then again in the late 1950’s and through
the 1960's’as America boomed and Britain was sorting itself
out after World War .

We are very much still a first generation Scottish society.
Most (over 90%) of our members were born and raised in
Scotland and came over to California as adults. We are a
small group but we keep to the same principles that founded
our Society back in 1878.

But to continue we have to attract new members. There are
still Scots emigrating from Scotland through the Electronic
and High-Tech industries here in nearby Silicon Valley. We
need to make our Societies interesting enough to have them
join us. We need to look to the future and realize that we are
in America — not Scotland. We are not just a group of
grumpy argumentative old men (or hope we are not) or an
organization consisting of those who think of a cute Brig
O’Doon type Scotland where everybody is in the kilt and
dancing around like Gene Kelly.

We are from Bo’'ness, Stirling, Dumbarton, Glasgow, the
Barrows, Edinburgh, Broxburn, Aberdeen, Dumfries,
Mussleburgh, Hamilton, East Kilbride, and Glenrothes and
Cork — Cork! — Oh yes, we do have some Irish members..

We are golfers, dancers, football or soccer players. Past
members used to play bowls. Our members are and have
been poets, artisans, bankers, accountants, lawyers,
masons, bricklayers, joiners, plumbers, electricians, painters,
welders, tool makers, sheet metal workers, entrepreneurs
and some chancers — you name the skill and we've had a
member who has done it.

We too have pipers as members within the Society. We have
had gaelic speakers coming from the Hebrides. And
members who have served in the Armed Forces of either
Britain or the United States.



We hold annual Burns nights and St Andrews Day
celebrations — of which we think are the best in the Bay
Area. And annual picnics. Our first annual ball was held on
Dec 3", 1878. Tickets were $2.00 with a resultant surplus of
$29.00. Our prices are still reasonable. $50 for our banquet
held November 18", 2000. And our Society does not
subsidise the event. It is self-supporting and we don't lose
money on it.

The Society has been very active in the support of local
Highland Games patrticularly in the most recent 5 years with
the July Dunsmuir Games that has transformed itself into
one of the most enjoyable Scottish Games in the Bay Area.
We did run our own a number of years ago, - July 5" 1880 to
be exact but we lost $42.54 and decided that was enough.
Never again. Let's leave it up to the Caledonian Club.

And so it has been since 1878. Our Society has changed
very little in either make up of members or in its activities.

Our Society, for long a haven of male exclusivity and
Scottish descent changed its membership requirements in
1994 to “All people of Scottish ancestry and those who have
interest and pride in Scottish culture, heritage and activities
shall be eligible to membership in the Society.” And so today
we have broadened our membership. We have two lady
members, one of which — Dorothy Mackay-Collins is our
current Secretary.

The links to other Societies and Clubs are to today however
just as important as they were back in the 1860’s and

1870’s. And we thank you for such an invite tonight to keep
this going and foster stronger relationships and associations.

Thank you very much.

#$

This next article is from Joe Collins, in which Joe takes
a journey down Memory Lane. Joe was born on

February 22 1928 and he grew up in Broxburn, West
Lothian, Scotland.
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President:

Vice-President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Editor:

Sick/Relief:

Chaplain:

Website:

Officers

Kenny Lawrence

4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771
Email: kenneth.lawrence@sun.com 510 676 6865 (cell)
Steve Wigley

3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton CA 94588 925 426 8969
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 699 9426 (cell)
Nancy Wigley

3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell)
lan Myles

38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621
Email: ianmyles@att.net

Nancy Wigley

(see above)

Jacqueline Ritchie 925 426 8926
3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 381 2840 (cell)

Email: jacquelinelritchie@yahoo.com

Ann Kelly 925 461 1957
5170 Springdale Ave, Pleasanton, CA 94588
Email: annkelly7865@comcast.net

www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org

Calendar of upcoming events:

May 16™

June

July 11" & 12™
August 8"
Sept 5" & 6™

November 21

Caledonian Club of San Francisco presents Past Chiefs and Old-Timers Night

St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Picnic — Keep a lookout for the official date —
It may not even be in June!

Dunsmuir Games
Four Clubs Ceilidh
Caledonian Club of San Francisco — 144™ Annual Scottish Highland Games

St Andrew’s Society of Oakland — St Andrew’s Banquet



