


The next meeting of the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland will be held on
Thursday June 11" at Redcoats Pub, 336 St Mary's Street,
Pleasanton. The meetings always commence at 8 pm.

Jacqueline reported that Joe Collins had been in touch to say that Bill
Meek is doing okay, but still having dizzy turns. She spoke to Olive
Meek and was told that Bill had a blood transfusion. Apparently, John
Tuck is doing okay and nothing seriously wrong with him now.

Charlie Denholm has been having radiation treatment for the past two
weeks. Nikki Brown’s father in law has passed away and Dorothy
Mackay Collin’s brother in law was involved in a car accident and was
killed.

John Gray is doing a lot better.
Our thoughts and well wishes are with you all.

Please remember to inform Jacqueline for help in times of hardship, or
if you need to hear a cheery voice in times of iliness.

There was one form from Brian Paul.

There was a motion to accept Brian into the Society and all were in
favor. Brian was duly installed and is a fully paid up member!
Welcome to the Society Brian!!

Steve, Alan and lan are on this committee and they are to review the
forms and applications and give a report at the next meeting.

Steve mentioned that the proposed dates for the picnic are June 21% or
July 19", Jacqueline will find out which dates are available at the
Cabana Club where it was held last year.

Also, the hotel for the Banquet is already reserved and this will be held
on the 21% November at the Pleasanton Marriott (previously known as
the Crowne) so we will be back at the old stomping ground.

The Christmas Party for our Senior Members will be held on Sunday
the 6" December at Nancy and Steve’s house.
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Nicola talked about the Pub Quiz and commented on its success. She
then stated that the committee is working towards the next events,
which are Comedy Night and Swing Night. They are thinking of
holding the Comedy Night at the end of July; Swing Night sometime in
October. The next Pub Quiz will be held in August.

Remember folks — all of the above depends on availability of venues,
etc. Please come along to the meetings to find out more, or would like
to voice opinions or even to help out.

Changing the name of the Society was then discussed as this subject
had been tabled at the last meeting. Should we or shouldn’t we? Why
do we need a new name? If so, what do we call ourselves?

Okay — as you can imagine a huge discussion ensued and marketing
the society in the 21* century was brought up.

The Fors argued that - we now meet in Redcoats in Pleasanton. Next
year, it could be somewhere else. The year after that, where might the
Society meet next? We need a nhame that doesn’t suggest we just hail
from Oakland. Since our move to Pleasanton, we seem to be attracting
new members from local areas. Younger members with young
families, who had never heard of the Society before and if they had,
they thought it meant that you had to reside in Oakland to be a
member. We are trying to grow the Society, because as you
remember, every $25 that is collected each year from every individual
is put in the pot to subsidize the picnic and the banquet, to help our
own in times of sickness and most importantly to help people in need
whoever they might be. We give towards charities every year and the
Society thanks all of you, but the pot is dwindling, hence the need for
new members. However, that doesn’t explain why we need a name
change. Since we no longer meet in Oakland or San Leandro for that
matter, we would like to think that we could cover a broader area.

The Againsts argued that: the byelaws would need to be updated as
would all bank and formal documents. Does it matter that we are still
known as Oakland? We have moved so many times, but have never
needed to change the name. There is the history behind the name and
all the old traditions to think of.

Okay, the whole discussion boiled down to this: Kenny stated that we
should allow the Marketing and Fundraising Committee to meet and
discuss and come up with a name for the next meeting. Also, the
committee is to re-word that particular section in the byelaws and
present it in writing to be read out at the next meeting in June. It will
then be read out at the July meeting and then at the August meeting
when it will be up for discussion and a vote. Please come along and
let your voice be heard on August 14" 2009.

If you read last month’s Echoes, you will have seen the report from lan
Myles saying that “Our Society (St, Andrew’s Society of Oakland) was
founded in 1878. May 3" 1878 as the St Andrew’s Society of Alameda
County. 60 charter members. We were the first Scottish association
established in the East Bay. Founded as a benevolent organization to
fulfill a sacred obligation to aid the unfortunate among our countrymen,
or their families, who may have settled here.”

When did it change to Oakland and what was the reason? Do we go
back to being known as Alameda County? Should we be entitled East
Bay? Bay Area? Something else? Or stay as we are? Please attend



the next few meetings to find out what the Marketing and Fundraising
Committee have come up with.

Also, please remember that dues are always due ont  he 1%
December of every year! If you haven't already pai  d your annual
fee of $25 per member for 2009, please send your ch  ecks to lan
Myles, Treasurer, 38346 Jacaranda Court, Newark, CA  94560.
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Well, I'm away to Scotland next weekend so I'd better get my Scot
“speak” ready for all the local dialects. Scottish words and phrases
differ so much from region to region that even a person born and bred
in Scotland can’t understand someone from a different area. For
instance, an Aberdonian doesn’t sound anything like a Glaswegian. If
you are from Edinburgh you won’t sound anything like a person from
the Shetlands. And we use different words for the same things! East
coast kids are bairns and west coast kids are weans. Only in
Aberdeen is a girl called a quine and a boy a loon.

So, when in Scotland | might hae a walk up the brae (hill) then pit ma
baffies oan when | get hame. (Put my slippers on). Tell the bairns tae
hawd yer wheest! (Be quiet). Eat a jeely piece (jam sandwich).

If | should have a drink wi ma freens | might do a toast something like
this:

Where'er ye bide in the world sae wide,

We wish ye a neuk on the sunny side,

Wi' muckle o' love and little o' care,

A wee bit pursie wi' siller to spare,

Yer ain wee ingle when day is spent,

In a wee bit housie wi' hearts content.

Skirly .

Add chopped onions to a hot frying pan containing melted
dripping and fry them slowly, stirring, until they are golden
brown all over. Add the oatmeal, medium to course grade is

best, gradually, stirring it in until the fat is absorbed. Cook for
10 to 15 minutes, so that the oatmeal gets brown with a slightly
crunchy texture. Have this instead of turkey stuffing any day.

(The above recipe was taken from the stooryduster.co.uk
website)
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Picnic \&

Since the last meeting, Jacqueline has reserved the Cabana
Club for the summer picnic. The picnic will now be held on
Sunday 19" July from 2 — 6 pm. The address is 4110 Churchill
Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588. Logon to:
www.assocmgmt.com/pmcabana/outside_home.asp

Keep the date open for this fabulous, fun-filled, sit back and
relax, eat and be merry, soak and be splashed, three-legged,
egg and spoon, good food, wine and dine with the best people
around day!

It helps us with catering if we know who will be attending, so
please inform us if you will be coming or not. Phone any of the
Officers at the end of this issue. Looking forward to seeing you
there!

Dunsmuir Games — HELP required

Help is needed to man the tent on the 12/13 July at the
Dunsmuir Games. Billy and Jim will be there, but please,
please, please, let us know if you will be around to sit for an
hour or two at the tent, be hospitable, sit back, relax and hand
out a few drinks and nibbles. We need to know who will
volunteer some time, so that we can work out a schedule.

We would also like to use this opportunity to promote the
Society, so this year, the Marketing and Fundraising
Committee will have flyers ready to hand out to folks. The
Chairperson’s overactive mind is whirling away thinking up
more ideas to attract people over to our tent, so this year we
could have a loud, busy tent — get ready to have a good time!
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SUCCESS:

At age 4 success is . . . . not piddling in your pants.
... having friends.

.. having a driver's license.

.. .. .having money.

. .. . having money.

... . having a drivers license.
.. . having friends.

.. .. hot piddling in your pants.

At age 12 success is
At age 17 success is
At age 35 success is
At age 50 success is
At age 70 success is
At age 75 success is
At age 80 success is

That one was sent in by Ernestine Moir. Thanks Ernestine!

It was a terrible winter — three months of unbroken blizzards.
McTavish hadn't been seen in the village for weeks, so a Red Cross
rescue team struggled to his remote croft at the head of the glen. It
was completely buried — only the chimney was showing.
‘McTavish,’ they shouted down the chimney. ‘Are you there?’
‘Wha'’s that?’ came the answer.

‘It's the Red Cross,’ they called.

‘Go away,’ shouted McTavish. ‘| bought a flag last year!’

Did you hear about the two Scotsmen who were stopped by the police
for being drunk and disorderly? It turned out that the first had been
drinking battery acid and the second had been swallowing fireworks.
One was charged and the other was let off.

What do you call a Scots woman with one leg?

Eileen.
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Officers

President: Kenny Lawrence
4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771
Email: kenneth.lawrence@sun.com 510 676 6865 (cell)
Vice-President: Steve Wigley
3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton CA 94588 925 426 8969
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 699 9426 (cell)
Secretary: Nancy Wigley
3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell)
Treasurer: lan Myles
38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621
Email: ianmyles@att.net
Editor: Nancy Wigley
(see above)
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 925 426 8926
3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 381 2840 (cell)

Email: jacquelinelritchie@yahoo.com

Chaplain: Ann Kelly 925 461 1957
5170 Springdale Ave, Pleasanton, CA 94588
Email: annkelly7865@comcast.net

Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org

Calendar of upcoming events:

July 11" & 12™ Dunsmuir Games
July 19th St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Picnic — Pleasanton Meadows Cabana Club,
4110 Churchill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588 2 pm —6 pm
August 8" Four Clubs Ceilidh
Sept 5" & 6™ Caledonian Club of San Francisco — 144™ Annual Scottish Highland Games
November 21°* St Andrew’s Society of Oakland — St Andrew’s Banquet
December 6™ Seniors Christmas Party at Oor Nancy’'s Hoose
50

There have been no applications sent in this year yet, so if you know anyone who needs some monetary help with their studies,
please log on to the website and print off the forms.



