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Society News

Please remember that the next meeting will be held at
Redcoats Pub, 336 St Mary’s Street, Pleasanton on
Thursday o April 2009. The meeting will commence at
8 pm as usual.

If you are coming from the 580, take the Santa Rita exit
and head south (right). Santa Rita Road becomes Main
Street, then turn right onto Saint Mary Street. You will
find Redcoats on the left hand side. If you are coming
from the 680 take the Bernal Ave and turn left onto Main
Street. Keep going until you get to Saint Mary Street
and turn left into it.

February Business Meeting

Sick/Relief Committee

John Tuck suffered a heart attack since the last meeting
and has already had a quadruple bypass but is doing
well. Jacqueline sent flowers and wished him well from
the Society.

She also reported on Ernie Shanks who has not been
too well.

R. Thomson had a hip replacement.

John Spiers, Joe Collin’s friend, suffered a heart attack
after the Burns night.

Our thoughts are with you all and wish you all a speedy
recovery.

Please let Jacqueline know of anyone who needs any
help in times of illness or hardship.

Applications for Membership
There was one application from Peter Chrupalo.

Balloting for Membership

After some discussion Peter was duly installed into the
Society and he gave $25 cash to lan for membership
dues.

Unfinished Business

There was then discussion around the fact that the
Society really needs a back up Piper as David can’t
always be on call as he is at University. lan informed us
that he now has a list, which he has put Steve Poole on
to too.

rvtech.com

Entertainment Committee

Steve didn't really have anything to report apart from the
fact that he thought the Burns Night was a huge
success. lan then told us that there was a $430 surplus
as long as no other bills come in. The Marriott has also
been booked for the Banquet in November.

New Business

We were honored to have a visitor attend the meeting
who introduced himself as Steve Poole and then
proceeded to tell us that he has been playing the
bagpipes for the past 30 years. He now plays for the
Alameda County Sherriff's Office Pipe Band and he let
us know that if the Society requires a Piper for any
reason that he can make himself available. He also
informed us that there are another six Pipers who can fill
in.

Marketing and Fundraising Committee

Nicola stated that the Marketing and Fundraising
Committee had a meeting from which ideas on how to
raise some ‘readies’ for the society came thick and fast.
Nicola then informed us what the committee decided
their objectives should be:

- Toraise funds in order to help support current
and new Society events/activity (transport for
people, 2 for 1 ticket promotions for the Ball,
Sick Committee)

- Toincrease awareness/raise the profile of the
society in the community to attract new
members

- To grow the society membership to its previous
membership level (250+).

The first event, which is being organized at this very
moment, is a Pub Quiz to be held on Sunday the 31 May
from 5 — 9 pm at Redcoats Pub. How exciting is that!!!
So be sure to get a team together and buy up the tickets
as they will go fast. Look for more details on the flyer

on page 5 of this issue.

This committee will also be working towards organizing a
Ladies afternoon in late May/early June and a Comedy
Night in August so keep your eye on the Echoes for
more upcoming information.

Also, please remember that dues are always due on
the 1® December of every year! If you haven't
already paid your annual fee of $25 per member for
2009, please send your checks to lan Myles,
Treasurer, 38346 Jacaranda Court, Newark, CA
94560.

Celebrating-Easter.com



Happy Birthday to You!
April birthday wishes go to —

Alistair Keir - 2
Jane Beveridge — 3
Kay Deehan — 4
David Unsworth — 23

Happy Birthday and Best Wishes from the St Andrew’s
Society of Oakland

A Wee Bit 0’ Blethers

Sorry folks — I've nothing to
blether about this month as the
newsletter is full of information
of upcoming events. Hope your
baskets get filled with Easter
Eggs! Happy Easter Everyone!

Oh, by the way, the answer to
last month’s Name the Brit is
Frankie Howard.

lan Myles sent in the following as he thought it might be
of interest to our readers:

CALENDAR/WEB LISTING

CONCERT: Alasdair Fraser and the San Francisco
Scottish Fiddlers — More than 100 tartan-clad musicians
play tunes from more than three centuries of traditional
fiddle music, led by master Scottish fiddler Alasdair
Fraser. A joyful musical journey from Scotland to
Scandinavia, Ireland to Appalachia, with singing,
dancing and megawatt energy.

Friday, April 24: Holy Names University, Oakland. 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 25: Salinas community Center, Salinas.
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 26: Lincoln Theater Napa Valley,
Yountville. 3 p.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO PURCHASE
CONCERT TICKETS ONLINE GO TO:
www.sfscottishfiddlers.org

CONCERT TICKETS BY PHONE: 800-838-3006

The following, again sent in by lan, is from Ozzie Reid
giving information about the St Andrew's Society of San
Francisco Dan Reid Memorial Piping Challenge Recital.

| just wanted to bring you up to date on the 18™. DRM as
we move towards our Big Day. All of our recitalists are in
line and have already sent in their selected tunes for the
Recital Challenge. The team has now been notified of
their tunes and you can find their selections and their
order of play listed on our
websitewww.drdanreidmemorial.com. As usual, you will
find the musical selections to be both interesting and
challenging as befits the brilliant talent of our team. You
will find some real classic solo tunes along with some
not usually played in any competition as well as one tune
in particular that | believe has never before been offered
in a competition of this level.

For those of you who intend to enjoy the hospitality of
the Marines Memorial Club and Hotel for the weekend,
please be aware that the reservation block is reaching its
capacity and will expire on April 15", We are fortunate
that we have such a brilliant and hospitable venue right
in the heart of one of the world’'s most exciting cities. For
those in residence the room rate includes a full buffet
breakfast each morning and a two hour cocktail
reception each evening. Details are listed on the website
and you can call 1-800-562-7463 for reservations.
Parking can be expensive in any major city but you can
find reasonable rates at two city facilities at the Sutter
Stockton and Union Square Garages both within a
couple of blocks of the Club. Validated parking is also
available at the Olympic Club auto park just up the block
from the MMC.

Tickets are still available for both the Recital Challenge
and the Awards Banquet. Tickets not available on the
day of the event and, since our Awards Banquet is
historically a sell out, we suggest that you get you ticket
form in the mail as soon as possible.

That's about it....We look forward to a weekend of great
music and fellowship in a most hospitable environment
and we promise you another memorable weekend as we
remember Dr. Dan and Barbara.

lan also sent me this email to be included in the Echoes:

The Society were the winners of the Caledonian Club
2009 Pub Challenge. It was just three of us against the
world! Gordon Beveridge and myself and then we
pressured Alan Purves also to be part of the team. We
won the Darts, we won the Putting and we won the
Dominoes. Trivia and Poker didn't matter. There's a
good photo in the Caledonian Club newsletter.

Well Done Guys! Up the SASO!!

4/8/2009 3



President:

Vice-President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Editor:

Sick/Relief:

Website:

Officers

Kenny Lawrence
4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568
925 829 8771 (home)

Email: kenneth.lawrence@sun.com 510 676 6865 (cell)
Steve Wigley

3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home)
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 699 9426 (cell)
Nancy Wigley

3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home)
Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell)
lan Myles

38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621

Email: ianmyles@att.net

Nancy Wigley
(see above)

Jacqueline Ritchie
3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 925 426 8926 (home)
Email: jacquelinelritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell)

www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

April 11" 2009
April 19" 2009
April 24™ 2009

May 3" 2009

August 8" 2009

Caledonian Club of San Francisco TARTAN BALL. See Flyer for more details.
PBFSCO Niles Canyon Train Ride

British Commonwealth Association Queen’s Birthday Ball

St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Pub Quiz to be held at Redcoats Pub from 5-9 pm.

Four Clubs Ceilidh at the Encinal Yacht Club, Alameda

Easter Bunny

A "bunny" and eggs

The Easter Bunny is a mythical character depicted as an anthropomorphic rabbit. In
legend, the creature brings baskets filled with colored eggs, candy and toys to the homes
of children on the night before Easter. The Easter Bunny will either put the baskets in a
designated place or hide them somewhere in the house for the children to find when they
wake up in the morning.

The Easter Bunny is very similar in trait to its Christmas holiday counterpart, Santa Claus,

as they both bring gifts to good children on the night before their respective holiday. Its origin is disputed but the character
was mentioned as early as 1600; some trace it to alleged pre-Christian fertility lore, others to the role of the hare in

Christian iconography.
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