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Society News 
March Business Meeting: 
Meetings are held every 2nd Friday of the month at Dick’s 
Restaurant, Alvarado St, San Leandro.  All are welcome.  
Next meeting: April 11th at 8 pm. 
 
Report from the Sick Committee 
Jacqueline didn’t have much to report other than it had been a 
terribly sad month with the passing of Mark Pierce and John 
Bell.   
 
Please keep Jacqueline informed of any illness or of anyone 
who needs some solace in times of sadness or hard times. 
Her contact details are at the end of this issue. 
 
Applications for Membership 
 
The Society has a new member!!  Robert McNaught was 
voted in and installed after agreeing to abide by the rules in 
the by-laws. Robert was born in Dumfries, Scotland and has 
lived in the Bay Area since the end of 2006.   

Welcome to the Society, Robert!!  
 
Unfinished Business 
Ian Myles read out his proposal of a change in the by-laws: 
 
Article V – duties of President and Vice-President 
Propose new Section (Sec.5) as follows: 
 
In the event no President of the Society be elected by the 
members of the Society, and as long as the position of the 
President be vacant, then the duties of the President as 
described in Section 1 of this Article shall be fulfilled by a 
Past President chosen by the members at each meeting to 
preside at such meeting, preserve order, put all questions and 
announce the decision of the same.  If no Past President is 
present at a meeting then the Vice-President will preside and 
chair that meeting as described in Section 4 of this article.  
Further, as long as the position of the President be vacant, any 
committees which would have been appointed by an elected 
President can be appointed by a majority of members present 
at a meeting. 
 
BY-LAWS CHANGE 
Article IV – Committees and Their Duties 
Propose new Section (Sec.7) as follows with existing Sec.7 to 
be renumbered as Sec.8. 
 
In the event no President of the Society be elected by the 
members of the Society, and as long as the position of the 
President be vacant, any committees covered in this article, 

not formed and required, can be appointed by a majority of 
members present at a meeting. 
 
Submitted 3/14/08 
Ian Myles 
Treasurer, St Andrew’s Society of Oakland 
 
The third reading will take place at the next regular meeting. 
 
There was some talk around the storage facility and apparently 
Ian Robertson has offered some wooden shelving to be put in 
the unit.  Dorothy proposed that the society purchase special 
archival boxes for the more precious items, for example, the 
minutes from 1898, etc.  If anyone has anything which 
belongs to the Society, please contact one of the officers for 
pick up or bring it to the next meeting, so that it can be put in 
the storage facility. 
 
Jim reported that Ian Robertson has now put the Scholarship 
fund information on the Society’s website, so have a look 
folks at www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org. 
 
Entertainment Committee 
 
Kenny reported that he would organize an entertainment 
meeting before the next regular meeting.  He had had good 
feedback on the Burns Supper – looks like everyone had a 
great time.  Plans are still going ahead for the ceilidh in 
August and the Hilton Hotel is now well and truly booked for 
the Banquet in November.   
It also looks like the picnic this year will be held at the 
Pleasanton Meadows Cabana Club on the 22 June.  This is a 
lovely venue with a pool, a covered barbeque area with picnic 
tables, and a big grassy area for our egg and spoon race!  So 
make a date in your diaries for this lovely day out. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
We had a moment’s silence in memory of Mark Pierce and 
John Bell. 
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April birthday wishes go to – 
 

Alastair Keir – 2nd 
Jane Beveridge – 3rd 

Kay Deehan – 4th 
Patty Griffin – 20th 

David Unsworth – 23rd 
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(Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland 
Newsletter) 

Next Week in Scottish History 

 

April 6 1320 - Declaration of Arbroath - 
"For we fight not for glory nor for riches nor 
for honour, but only and alone for freedom, 
which no good man surrenders but with his 
life".  

April 7 1968 - Jim Clark, Duns farmer, 
twice World Motor Racing Champion, killed 
in crash, Hockenheim.  

April 9 1139 - Second Treaty of Durham in 
which David I is recognised as King of an 
independent Scotland by King Stephen of 
England.  

April 10 1512 - King James V born.  

April 10 1988 - Sandy Lyle becomes the 
first Scottish (and British) golfer to win the 
US Masters tournament.  

April 11 1700 - Scottish settlement in 
Darien, Panama, abandoned.  

April 12 1606 - Union flag adopted as the 
flag of England, Wales and Scotland.  

April 13 1951 - The Stone of Destiny, 
which had been removed from underneath 
the Coronation Chair by Scottish nationalists 
on 25 December 1950, was returned to 
Westminster Abbey after being found at 
Arbroath Abbey.  

April 13 2001 - Entertainer, actor and 
comedian Jimmy Logan died.  

April 14 1582 - University of Edinburgh 
founded.  

April 14 1903 - Aberdeen Football Club 
was founded.  

April 15 1799 - Prof Joseph Black chemist, 
researcher, teacher, first to identify carbon 
dioxide, died.  

April 15 1924 - Actor and comedian Rikki 
Fulton born in Glasgow. He was best known 
for his double act with Jack Milroy as 
"Francie and Josie" and as the Rev I M Jolly 
in "Scotch and Wry".  

April 16 1746 - Charles Edward Stewart 
defeated at Battle of Culloden.  

April 16 1953 - Royal yacht "Britannia" 
launched at John Brown's shipyard, 
Clydebank.  

April 17 1937 - A British record attendance 
at a football match was set when 149,547 
watched Scotland play England at Hampden 
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Park, Glasgow. Until 1950, this was a world 
record.  

April 18 1874 - Remains of David 
Livingstone interred in Westminster Abbey.  

April 19 1390 - Robert II, grandson of 
Robert the Bruce, died at Dundonald Castle.  

A Wee Bit of  Blethers 

April Fools Day 

So how did it all begin?  Who decided that the 1st of April 
should be a day of pranks and jokes at the expense of others? 
One explanation could be that New Years Day used to be 
celebrated on April 1 until 1582 when, Pope Gregory XIII 
ordered a new calendar (the Gregorian Calendar) to replace 
the old Julian Calendar. The new calendar called for New 
Year's Day to be celebrated Jan. 1.  However, it took a long 
time for word to spread throughout Europe and other countries 
as England didn’t adopt the new calendar until 1752 and April 
Fools Day was well established by that point.  Historians still 
don’t know if this theory is true or not, but it is worth noting 
that many different cultures have had days of foolishness 
around the start of April, give or take a couple of weeks. The 
Romans had a festival named Hilaria on March 25, rejoicing 
in the resurrection of Attis. The Hindu calendar has Holi, and 
the Jewish calendar has Purim. Perhaps there's something 
about the time of year, with its turn from winter to spring that 
lends itself to lighthearted celebrations. 

In France the fooled person is called poisson d'avril ("April 
fish"), and in Scotland the person is called a gowk (cuckoo), 
the symbol of a simpleton. 

The custom of playing April Fools' jokes in America came 
from Britain. The holiday is still observed by both kids and 
adults with simple jokes as well as involved hoaxes. So when 
April 1 rolls around, it's time to play a good joke on someone 
and then shout "April Fools'!" 

I can’t remember many April Fools jokes we used to play as 
kids although a couple stick in my mind, eg, putting salt 
instead of sugar in someone’s tea or tying someone’s shoe 
laces together and watch them trying to walk,  meanwhile me 
and my friends would be running off gleefully shouting April 
Fool!   

 

 

 

Some hoaxes are: 

The BBC television programme Panorama ran a famous hoax 
in 1957, showing the Swiss harvesting spaghetti from trees. 
They had claimed that the despised pest, the spaghetti weevil, 
had been eradicated. A large number of people contacted the 
BBC wanting to know how to cultivate their own spaghetti 
trees. It was in fact filmed in St Albans.  

In 1965, the BBC purported to conduct a trial of a new 
technology allowing the transmission of odor over the 
airwaves to all viewers. Many viewers reportedly contacted 
the BBC to report the trial's success. This hoax was also 
conducted by the Seven Network in Australia in 2005. In 
2007, the BBC website repeated an online version of the hoax.  

In 1998, Burger King ran an ad in USA Today, saying that 
people could get a Whopper for left-handed people whose 
condiments were designed to drip out of the right side. Not 
only did customers order the new burgers, but some 
specifically requested the "old", right-handed burger.  

BBC Radio 2 (2004): The Jeremy Vine Show 
reported that Germany had dropped the Euro but, as 
the German Mark was no longer in existence, they 
were in negotiations to adopt the British pound. 
Outraged listeners called by the hundreds to say that 
such a move would be an assault on British 
sovereignty. 

In 1979 the BBC programme That's Life!, which often 
featured talented pets, fooled many viewers with its story 
about an Old English sheepdog that could drive a car.  

This year:  

The Daily Express newspaper published a story that the clock 
faces of The Clock Tower, Palace of Westminster (Big Ben) 
were being taken down and repaired, and a digital clock will 
stand in its place for the meantime. It also showed a picture of 
this.  

The Daily Mirror announced a new type of dog racing: Dog 
Racing on Ice. 

The Guardian announced Carla Bruni, France's First Lady, 
will head a government initiative to improve style amongst 
Britons. 

Herald AM had a front page article announcing that the 
Dublin Spire had been sold to a casino called 'The Emerald 
Isle' in Las Vegas. 



 
 

5

Burnley Football Club  announced their intention to 
groundshare with arch-rivals Blackburn Rovers during the 
2010/11 season while their stadium is redeveloped.  

Hopefully, your April 1st went by without you turning out to 
be the “fool”. 

Prescription Charges Reduced 

When the National Health Service was 
introduced in 1948, all medical prescriptions 
were free of charge. As costs rocketed, 
successive governments had to introduce and 
then increase the charge for these - though 
with many exemptions such as for children 
and the elderly. Currently the cost per item is 
£6.85 (nearly US$14) but the Scottish 
Government is now fulfilling an election 
pledge to do away with what they describe as 
a "tax on illness". This week the cost was 

reduced to £5 and next year it will fall to £4 and it will be 
phased out totally by 2011. It seems that over 90% of all 
prescriptions are already dispensed free, so the cost will not be 
huge - £57 million by 2011.  

Do you think this could ever happen in the US, eh?  Dream 
On!! 

(The above was an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland 
Newsletter) 
 

Tartan Day  

April 6th celebrates links between Scotland and Scottish 
Descendents living in North America.  This is a huge affair in 
New York where there is a parade along Sixth Avenue and all 
sorts of events happening in and around the city. The Scottish 
Government is trying to change the name of the event to 
"Scotland Week" to focus on the modern aspects of Scotland - 
and have also halved the budget this year for the event in the 
US to around £400,000. So there are some mixed messages 
coming across. 

The Caledonian Club of San Francisco will be holding their 
Tartan Ball on the 12th April at the Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton.  
The Society has already organized a table of ten so have a 
great time everyone! 

 

PBFSCO ANNUAL TRAIN RIDE  

Please see the next column for more information on the 
PBFSCO Niles Canyon Train Ride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

6

Name that Scot 

� born in Alloa in 1827 

� set up the Fountain Brewery in 1856�

� later entered Parliament 

� donated money to Edinburgh and its University to 
build McEwan Hall�

 Died 1913 

 Best known today for his beer! (Big clue there!) 

Last month’s answer is: King Charles I 

�
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Two blondes living in Townsville were sitting on a 
bench talking...... 
And one blonde says to the other, "Which do 
You think is farther away..........Melbourne or the 
moon?" 
The other blonde turns and says "Helloooooooooo, 
can You see Melbourne...?????" 
 
 
CAR TROUBLE 
A blonde pushes her BMW into a gas station. She 
tells the Mechanic it died. 
 
After he works on it for a few minutes, it is idling 
smoothly. She Says, "What's the story?" 
 
He replies, "Just crap in the carburetor" 
 
She asks, "How often do I have to do that?" 
 
 
SPEEDING TICKET 
A police officer stops a blonde for speeding and asks 
her very 
Nicely if he could see her license. 
 
She replied in a huff, "I wish you guys would get 
your act together. Just yesterday you take away my 

license and then today you expect me to show it to 
you!" 

RIVER WALK 
There's this blonde out for a walk. She comes to a 
river and sees another blonde on the opposite bank. 
"Yoo-hoo!" she shouts, 
"How can I get to the other side?" 
 
The second blonde looks up the river then down the 
river and shouts back, "You ARE on the other side." 
 
 
AT THE DOCTOR'S OFFICE 
A gorgeous young redhead goes into the doctor's 
office and said that her body hurt wherever she 
touched it. 
 
"Impossible!" says the doctor. "Show me." 
 
The redhead took her finger, pushed on her left breast 
and screamed, then she pushed her elbow and 
screamed in even more. She pushed her knee and 
screamed; likewise she pushed her ankle and 
screamed. Everywhere she touched made her scream. 
 
The doctor said, "You're not really a redhead, are 
you? 
 
"Well, no" she said, "I'm actually a blonde." 
 
"I thought so," the doctor said. "Your finger is 
broken" 

BLONDE ON THE SUN 
A Russian, an American, and a Blonde were talking 
one day. The Russian said, "We were the first in 
space!" The American said, "We were the first on the 
moon!" 
 
The Blonde said, "So what? We're going to be the 
first on the Sun!" 
 
The Russian and the American looked at each other 
and shook their heads. "You can't land on the sun, 
you idiot! You'll burn up!" said the Russian. 
 
To which the Blonde replied, "We're not stupid, you 
know. We're going at night!" 
 
 
IN A VACUUM 
A blonde was playing Trivial Pursuit one night. It 
was her turn. 
She rolled the dice and she landed on Science & 
Nature. Her Question was, "If you are in a vacuum 
and someone calls your name, can you hear it?" 
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She thought for a time and then asked, "Is it on or off?" 
 
 
FINALLY, THE BLONDE JOKE TO END ALL BLONDE 
JOKES! 
A girl was visiting her blonde friend, who had acquired two 
new dogs, and asked her what their names were. The blonde 
responded by saying that one was named Rolex and one was 
named Timex. 
 
Her friend said, "Whoever heard of someone naming dogs 
like that?" 
 
"HELLLOOOOOOO......," answered the blonde. "They're 
Watch Dogs!” 

A Wee Quiz 

How much Scottish Trivia do you know? 

 

1 Complete the chorus, “land of the shining river, 
land of my heart forever…” 

2 Which film’s soundtrack contains music by 
contemporary bands, Blur and Pulp? 

3 In William McIlvanney’s book, The Big Man, 
which physical activity is Dan Scoular’s 
speciality? 

4 Which form of illumination was made 
commercially possible by Auchinleck engineer, 
William Murdoch? 

5 With which trade union is Jimmy Knapp 
associated? 

6 For which club side did Gavin Hastings play his 
rugby – Watsonians, Melrose or Glasgow High? 

7 Which of the following cities is named after a 
man from Largs – Winnipeg, Brisbane or 
Toronto? 

8 Which Ayrshire village is named after an Irish 
missionary, named ‘Mernoc’? 

9 With which Glasgow-born entertainer is the 
catchphrase, ‘sausages is the boys’ associated? 

10 With whom does one associate the phrase, ‘I’ve 
started so I’ll finish’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ponder This 
 
What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends? 
Why isn’t there mouse flavored cat food? 
If you are a complete pessimist, does it mean you are 
positively negative? 
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Officers 
 
 
 
President: Vacant 
 
Vice-President: Kenny Lawrence 
 4266 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 94568 925 829 8771 (home) 
 Email: �����������������
������  510 676 6865 (cell) 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 (home) 
 Email: ns_wigley@yahoo.com 925 200 0387 (cell) 
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: ianmyles@att.net 
 
Editor: Nancy Wigley 
 (see above)  
 
Sick/Relief: Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 (home) 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 925 381 2840 (cell) 
�
Website: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org 
�
Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
June 22 2008 Picnic, Pleasanton MeadowsCabana Club, Pleasanton 
Aug 9 2008  Four Clubs Ceilidh 
November 22 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Banquet, Hilton Hotel, Pleasanton 
December 7 2008    Christmas Party, Oor Nancy’s Hoose 
 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1 ‘Scotland the Brave’; 2 Trainspotting; 3 Bare-knuckle boxing; 4 Gas lighting; 5 Railway Workers Union; 
6 Watsonians; 7 Brisbane; 8 Kilmarnock; 9 Jimmy Logan; 10 Magnus Magnusson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


