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December birthday wishes go to – 

 
Bill Meek – 4th  

Charlotte Houston – 19th 

Eleanor Hotchkies – 28th 
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 (If we have missed anyone, please accept our 
apologies and let us know for future issues.) 

 
 

 
The Last Post 
 
Society members and friends, 
 
Well folks, it’s that time again, New Year fast 
approaching and a change of guard for the Society. 
It’s been a good year for the Society and it finishes 
the year a little stronger. I’ve enjoyed the high 
points with you and suffered through the lows, as 
we all did. My tenure as President was literally days 
old when the Society suffered a crushing blow with 
the unexpected loss of Alex Moir, a past president 

who’s guidance I was relying on, whether I liked it 
or not. It certainly created a vacuum in my life and I 
was on the periphery of Alex’s circle, so I can only 
imagine…however, his memory lives on in the trust 
fund that was started by his family allowing the 
Society to further it’s benevolence, helping young 
‘Scots’ achieve their educational goals. Something 
Alex would be fair chuffed about. 
 
Shortly thereafter, we suffered the sudden loss of 
Peter Whelan, Ann Kelly’s son, a tragedy. I trust the 
families found some comfort from the Society 
members and friends who were with them, a trying 
time for us all. We’ve had our share of health 
problems and the Society has tried diligently to stay 
up to date and provide a little support to those we 
knew of. Lastly (whew I hear you say), the happier 
times and we’ve had our fair share as well, from 
60th wedding anniversaries to knee replacements, 
we’ve run the gambit. 
 
A quick recap on our events, The Burns Supper was 
a terrific night, with our own spin on events. Our 
annual picnic, a great get together, even if we were 
busted by the Park Rangers…something about open 
containers. We introduced a summer ceilidh with 
our other Scottish friends, which was a blockbuster 
night. Then we hit our big one, the St. Andrew’s 
Banquet, 129 years on, incredible…think about it. 
Quickly thereafter, the culmination of our socials, 
the Christmas tea, a high octane day and a really 
enjoyable get together, focused on our 
‘experienced’ members. A memorable occasion and 
I personally love the walk down memory lane as 
stories unfold during the day…you know you’re 
done when Bill Meek falls in the bushes on his way 
out. Sorry Bill, couldn’t resist. 
 
Our monthly meetings are not for the faint hearted, 
but guaranteed you’ll get a laugh. Featuring the 
usual list of suspects in regular attendance, of whom 
I am happy to see each month… 
 
We also moved into the 20th. Century (yes, 20th.) 
with our own web site, not too flashy but the price 
is right (free). We even acquired our own storage 
unit, 129 years later we’ve a place to store all the 
stuff that may be lying in your accumulated closets. 
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Please let us know if you have any Society 
belongings and I’ll personally pick them up. 
 
All in all it’s been quite a ride and I’m happy to 
have served you, and look forward to the Society 
becoming a little stronger next year, and the next…  
It is with sadness I finish my term and move on to 
greener pastures (figuratively for all the blue noses 
out there) but Janet, Lewis & I will be around at 
some level. 
 
I’d like to thank your officers for keeping it going, 
the entertainment committee deserve special 
mention: Janet Robertson, Nancy Wigley, Ian 
Myles, Jacqueline Ritchie and Dorothy Mackay 
Collins. For all the folks involved in all of the 
committees, for all the volunteers and 
support….Thank you.  Special thanks to my wife, 
Janet, for extraordinary support. 
 
We just wrapped up our banquet & changes are 
already afoot for next year, give us your input, 
good, bad, indifferent, it all matters. 
 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and all my very 
best wishes for the future. 
 
Ian Robertson 
 

2007 Banquet 

That’s it for another year!  Hope you all enjoyed the evening 
and were lucky enough to win something from the raffle.  I 
don’t have many pictures to show you, but here a few to keep 
you going. 

Pipe Band and Dancers 

Past President, Martin Deehan with his wife Kay and Ann 
Kelly 

 

Alan Wigley,  Jacquie Galley with Tom Calvert 

 

Andrew and Alan Wigley with John 
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(Next item is an excerpt from the Rampant Scotland 
Newsletter) 

Next Week in Scottish History 

	

December 9 1165 - King Malcolm IV died 
at Jedburgh Castle  

December 10 1868 - Artist, architect and 
designer Charles Rennie Mackintosh born.  

December 11 1781 - David Brewster, 
inventor of the kaleidoscope born.  

December 11 1928 - Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh died.  

December 12 1574 - Anne of Denmark, 
wife of King James VI, born.  

December 13 1585 - William Drummond, 
poet, born.  

December 14 1542 - James V died at 
Falkland Palace. Mary Queen of Scots 
succeeded him.  

December 14 1896 - Glasgow District 
Underground opened, powered by 
electricity.  

December 14 1947 - Will Fyfe, music hall 
comedian, died.  

December 14 1967 - University of Stirling 
instituted by Royal charter.  

December 15 1936 - Zoological Society of 
Glasgow founded. A zoo at Calderpark 
opened, after the Second World War, in 9 
July 1947. The zoo closed in August 2003.  

 

A Wee Bit O’ Blethers 

 

Edinburgh Tattoo Tickets On Sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anybody going back to Scotland next summer and 
would like to see the Tattoo?  The tickets for this 
event went on sale December 10th via the internet 
and by post.  The event will start 1st August and end 
23rd August. The 2007 performances were sold out 
by January, so if you will be in Edinburgh next year 
and want to go, buy up now so as not to be 
disappointed!  

Name That Bridge! 

There are a few arguments going on at the moment 
between three different councils; 
Clackmannanshire, Fife and Falkirk.  They all want 
to name the new bridge, which will be opening in 
2008, after their own counties.  For instance the 
original bridge built in 1936 was named the 
Kincardine Bridge.  However, Clackmannan believe 
that as the northern side of the bridge lands in 
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Clackmmanan it should be called, of course, the 
Clackmannan Bridge.  However, the Fifers believe 
that it should be called the Kingdom Bridge.  Well – 
I don’t see a problem there (being a Fifer) after all, 
it is the Kingdom of Fife!  Then the wee toon of 
Falkirk wants its wee claim to fame as the Southern 
side of the bridge ends there.  
Nevertheless, fair’s fair and people in the three 
counties have been invited to send in their 
suggestions to the Transport Minister in Edinburgh, 
who will then make a decision using Solomon 
tactics.  Oh well, as long as he doesn’t end up 
cutting it in half! 
 
 

Traditional Scottish Recipes  
- Chicken Bonnie Prince Charlie  
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Ingredients:  
4 chicken breasts, skinned and boned  
2 or 3 tablespoons of Drambuie  
8 tablespoons (4 fluid ounces or 
125ml or US half cup) chicken stock  
8 fluid ounces (250ml or one US 
cup) double cream (whipping cream)  
3 ounces (125g or ¾ stick) butter  
1 ounce (25 g) flaked almonds  
4 apples  
A little flour, salt and pepper  
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Name that Scot 

(� Born – June 23rd 1963 
(� He was named Rookie of the Year in 1988 
(� He was named an Officer of the Order of the British 

Empire at the end of 2004 
(� He has won a record 8 Order of Merit Titles 
(� He was born in Scotland but raised in Yorkshire 
(� He won three important Scottish amateur 

tournaments 
(� He has played for Scotland twice in 1984 and 1986 
(� He was ranked number 2 at his peak. 
(� Who is he and what does he play? 

Last month’s answer is: Bill Shankly 
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 Email: wigleywatsit@yahoo.com 925 989 1385 
 
Sick/Relief: Janet Robertson 
 2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531 925 755 2520 
 Email: janet.Robertson@usa.net 
 Jacqueline Ritchie 
 3008 Ferndale Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8926 
 Email: jacqueline1ritchie@yahoo.com 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
Feb 23 2008 St Andrew’s Society of Oakland, Burns Supper, Dick’s Restaurant, San Leandro 
 
Answers to A Wee Quiz: 

 1 12; 2 Kilt; 3 Trainspotting; 4 British Caledonian; 5 Waltzing Matilda; 6 1941; 7 Dudley 
D. Watkins; 8 Scottish Scretary; 9 Lusitania; 10 Australia; 11 John o’ Groats; 12 Dundee 


