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Alistair Keir, April 2nd 

Jane Beveridge, April 3rd 

Kay Deehan, April 4th 
Patty Griffin, April 20th 

David Unsworth, April 23rd 
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(If we have missed anyone, please accept our apologies and let us know for future issues.) 



The President’s Post 

 
Society members and friends, 
 
With Burn’s but a distant memory (immortal as that may be), we’re now 
embarking upon the Games season. There’s a full calendar of events & the Echoes 
will keep you up to date with a comprehensive listing. There is also our new web 
site: www.standrewssocietyofoakland.org, and yes, we could have made the name 
longer. It is a work in progress and all suggestions will be graciously accepted to 
evolve it into a ‘favorite’ on a web browser near you. It will be a source for 
information on Society events and things of general interest as well as a resting 
place for the Echoes…or perhaps that should be ‘e’choes (might be funny if you’re 
a computer geek, although Janet says that’s unlikely as well). Anyhow, check it out 
and pass along your input via the web site, of course. 
 
The primary event on the games calendar for our Society is of course Dunsmuir 
House. An event that is local to Oakland and one, which we have supported for 
many years. As such, many members look forward to catching up at the Society 
tent, knowing there’s a place to relax, have a wee refreshment and a blether.  We 
will be supporting it again this year and I’d encourage you to attend the event & 
drop by the Society tent, even better, let the Society Officers know if you can help 
support the event. This might mean taking an hour or two manning the tent, or 
helping with setup and tear down, your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
As we’re catching up with technology I don’t want to lose sight of the Society’s 
history and would like to start and promote that as appropriate. To facilitate this I’d 
like to get a handle on Society ‘stuff’ that might be in your possession or that you 
know of, or is relevant to the Society. This will confirm our existing inventory list 
and hopefully draw out some hidden treasures to determine what we have to work 
with. Treasure is relative of course, which reminds me of a sign in a Glasgow 
Antique shop ‘We buy junk and sell antiques’…moving right along, thanks to 
those that have already given me an update. 
 
In closing, I’ve identified 3 things that I’d like your help with for the 
Society…choose any 2. I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 
 
Yours,  
 
Ian Robertson 



 
Scottish Country Dancing 
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K� Formerly worked as a coffin polisher.�
K� Had radiation therapy for an undisclosed throat ailment.�
K� After his service with the Merchant Navy, he worked as a nude model for 

Edinburgh art students.�
K� Received the honorary degree of DLitt from St Andrews University in 1988.�
K� Had cataracts removed from both eyes in 2003.�
K� In 1999 he called on the Scottish parliament to ban all handguns in the 

country.�
K� Started smoking when he was nine years old.�
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You can see in the picture Sean Collins presenting the check for $1000 to Ron 
Smith, Manager of the St Vincent de Paul Dining Room in Oakland.  The 

money was raised by the members of the St Andrew’s Society of Oakland at 
their Banquet in November 2006. 

 

Mr Smith sent us a thank you note in January, saying: “All of you have been so 
wonderful in your loving kindness toward the poor children, women and men who 
eat here at the dining room.  Your generous donation of $1000 will help feed a lot 
of people.  Thank you for holding a raffle for us.  Thank you for displaying our 
poster and thank you for letting us be part of your event.  You’re the greatest. God 
bless everyone of you and your loved ones too!” 

This is proof, folks that our fundraisers do help.  The Entertainment Committee 
will let you know soon who will receive your donations at the Banquet in 
November. 

 



 

 

 

 



Note: The previous page shows some pictures from the Burns Supper.  There are more (159 to be exact) and if you 
are interested in getting copies, please email me at ns_wigley@yahoo.com. 

Officers 

 
President: Ian Robertson 
 2532 Crystal Way, Antioch, CA 94531 925 755 2520 
 Email: ���*�N�����	� ���  
 
Vice-President: Vacant 
 
Secretary: Nancy Wigley 
 3565 Whitehall Ct, Pleasanton, CA 94588 925 426 8969 
 Email: �	O!�����N��
�� ���  
 
Treasurer: Ian Myles 
 38346 Jacaranda Ct, Newark, CA 94560 510 797 9621 
 Email: �������	N��� ��� �
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
April 21st Tartan Day – Ardenwood Historic Farm, Fremont 
 
May 19th & 20th The Livermore Scottish Highland Games 
 
June 2nd St Andrew’s Society of Oakland Annual Picnic 
 
July 14th & 15th Oakland Scottish Games, Dunsmuir House & Gardens 
 
August 17th Four Clubs Ceilidh, Ensinol Yacht Club, Alameda 
 
Sep 1st & 2nd  Caledonian Club of San Francisco Highland Games, Alameda  
    County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton 
 
Sep 22nd   Dixon Highland Games, Travis Credit Union Park, Vacaville 
 
Nov 17th  St Andrew’s Society of Oakland, St Andrew’s Banquet 
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